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A Word as to the Directory. 

TELEPHONY’s Directory of the Telephone Industry for 1911 
is now ready for distribution. The new edition embraces 
about 700 pages, covering every phase of the telephone 
industry; and is especially valuable this year because of the 
general co-operation which it has enjoyed at the hands of 
both Independent and Bell interests. 

It long has been our ambition to make this book a com- 
plete and correct index of the industry, and this year we 
have been successful to an unusual and a very gratifying 
degree. Over 25,000 telephone companies are listed. The 
detailed information concerning each has been furnished 
us first-hand. It thus becomes reliable as well as complete. 

The value of this work, perhaps, may be best judged by 
the fact that it is the only work of the kind published; and, 
of the 


presenting, as it does, data regarding all manu- 


facturing, jobbing, contracting, engineering and operating 
concerns in the telephone field, it becomes not only valuable 
for circularizing purposes, but important for reference work. 
We may add to this, the fact that no one can fail to be 
impressed with the magnitude and stability of the telephone 
business after taking even a cursory glance at this com- 


pilation. 
Bankers, investors and others having idle capital, after 


once inspecting this work, must be impressed with the 
fact that the telephone business offers attractive possibili- 
A more effective medium could 
And, 


by the way, it occurs te us that this book has never thus 


ties as an investment field. 
hardly be employed when seeking to interest capital. 


far been given its fullest opportunities in that direction. 
The managers of large telephone concerns, for instance, 
could employ it to advantage, were all of their solicitors 
to be furnished with a copy, and all of their bankers or 


chief financial supporters provided with one for personal 


use. 

As an auxiliary to those concerns which wish to cir- 
cularize the telephone trade, TELEPHONY’s Directory is 
perhaps the best means which could be devised; and it may 
be interesting to know that it is thus employed by over 


600 companies 


wee ————————— Sones spoveomecs 


Another encouraging feature is the fact that in the 
past fully 10 per cent of those who first became interested 
in the telephone trade through this inexpensive medium 
afterward developed into national advertisers, who em- 
ployed periodicals regularly for their publicity purposes. 

This year one of the leading features of Part Two (which 
constitutes a Buyers’ Guide) is a department of some forty 
pages, containing tables, data, statistics, and general infor- 
This 
been placed at the very front, with the 


that it 


mation of interest and value to every telephone man. 
department has 
must become 
The 


department will continue to be a feature, and will be en- 


idea of making the book so useful 


correspondingly more profitable for its advertisers. 
larged upon in future issues. Suggestions as to the im- 


provement of this and other departments will be welcomed. 





The Interstate Commerce Commission Ruling. 

The Interstate Commerce Commission this week handed 
down a most important ruling regarding the application 
to telephone and telegraph companies of the amendment to 
the Railway Bill placing those utilities under the com- 


This ruling is printed in full on the 


mission’s supervision. 
following page. 

The amendment, 
which became a law by receiving the President’s signature 


which was adopted last June, and 
almost immediately ‘after its passage, declaring telephone, 


telegraph and cable companies to be common carriers, 
within the meaning and purpose of the act, contained the 
following paragraph: 

“The provisions of this act shall not apply .. . . to 
the transmission of messages by telephone, telegraph or 
cable wholly within one state, and not transmitted to or 
from a foreign country from or to any state or territory 
aforesaid.” 

This raised at once the question as to those telephone 
companies which conduct purely a local or semi-local 
business, and which own no lines extending into adjoining 
It was held in some that such com- 


states. quarters 


panies did not come within the purview of the act, which, 


it was declared, applied only to those companies actually 
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owning lines extending from one state to another. Other 
authorities declared that the mere act of accepting a mes- 
sage for delivery over the lines of a connecting company 
at a point in another state, or delivering’ a message re- 
ceived in that manner from outside the state, was an inter- 
state transaction and brought the parties to it under he 
meaning of the act. 

which the commission has 


This is the conclusion to 


come, and which it now announces. The result, which is 
bound to be far-reaching in its effects, is to bring prac- 
tically every telephone company in the United States under 
the jurisdiction of the Interstate Commerce Commission 
as there are comparatively few companies which do not 
handle interstate messages in this manner. 

The whole status of the industry under the new super- 
vision is not yet clearly defined. The commission, while 
settling this one important feature, withholds its ruling on 
other questions which have arisen since the passage of the 


amendment. One of these has reference to the filing of 
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tariff schedules with the comnfiission:and the fixing of 
rates. 
The amendment provides that “all, charges made for 


the transmission of messages by telephone, tele- 
graph or cable shall be just and reasonable; and 
every unjust or unreasonable charge for such service or any 
part thereof is prohibited and declared to be unlawful.” 
This the commission holds applicable and grants the same 
privileges as to franks covering free inter-state service as 
are accorded other common carriers. Undue preference or 
rebates are forbidden. 
At the hearing held last December by the commission it 
was urged that that body consider the question of physical 
companies and interchange of 


connection of competing 


business, points which were not touched upon by the 


amendment to the Railway Bill. This is not discussed or 
settled by the commission in its present ruling although it 
other 


will undoubtedly be given full consideration, with 


points, at a later date. 





commission. 
as affected by the act. 


(1). 


(2). 


visions of the act. 


the participating lines within the purview of the act. 


, (4). 





INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION RULES THAT JURISDICTION EXTENDS 
TO PRACTICALLY EVERY TELEPHONE COMPANY IN COUNTRY 


On Monday the Interstate Commerce Commission handed down a ruling which gives in part its interpretation 
of the Railway Bill as applied to telephone and telegraph companies, under the amendment adopted last June. 
The amendment denominated these companies common carriers and placed them under the jurisdiction of the 
This ruling, which follows in full, defines just what companies are considered by the commission 


. THE COMMISSION’S RULING. 


Section 1 of the act, as amended June 18, 1910, contains the following provision: 
this act shall apply to telegraph, telephone and cable companies (whether wire or wireless).” 

The commission on December 7, 1910, heard arguments upon certain questions arising under the foregoing 
and other provisions in said act relating to common carriers of the classes above stated and, upon consideration 
of the questions then presented and discussed, its views in respect thereto are now expressed as follows: 

Each and every telegraph and telephone company which transmits messages over its line or lines from 
a point in one state, territory or district of the United States to any other state, territory or district of the United 
States, or to any foreign country, is subject to the provisions of the act. 

If a telegraph or telephone company, the line of which is wholly within a single state, territory or district 
of the United States, receives a message within such state, territory or district of the United States, for trans- 
mission to a point without the state, territory or district, which it transmits over its line to another point in the 
same state and there delivers it to an inter-state line for transmission to destination, the first-named company, by 
virtue of its participation in this transaction, is not made subject to the provisions of the act; unless there be an 
arrangement between that company and its connection, for through continuous transmission of such messages, in 
which latter case all of the participating companies in such through continuous transmission are subject to the pro- 


(3). If two or more lines are connected so that a person within one state, territory or district of the United 
States talks with a person at a point without such state, territory or district of the United States, or so that a 
message is transmitted directly from a point within a state, territory or district of the United States, to a point 
without the same, the transm‘ssion of messages in this manner constitutes inter-state commerce and brings all of 


It follows that telegraph and telephone companies subject to the act, as above indicated, must con- 
form to the provisions of Section 1 thereof requiring that all of their rates and charges for the transmission of 
inter-state messages shall be reasonable and just, and that such companies may lawfully issue franks covering 
free inter-state service, or may grant free inter-state service to the same extent, and subject to the same limita- 
tions, as other common carriers under the provisions of said section. 

(5). Such telegraph and telephone companies subject to the act are also governed by the provisions of 
Section 3, forbidding any undue or unreasonable preference or advantage by rebates or otherwise, or any undue 
or unreasonable prejudice or disadvantage in any respect whatsoever, and are subject to the lawful orders of the 
commission made pursuant to the provisions of Section 15 of the act, and also of Section 20 thereof, respecting 
the keeping of accounts and memoranda and the making of reports to the commission. 

The commission at this time withholds expression of its views regarding other questions which have arisen 
with respect to the amenability of these carriers to the provisions of other sections of the act. 


“That the provisions of 


























The Kinloch Telephone Co. 


The 1910 Report—A Magnificent Showing—An Object Lesson and Rebuke to the Bell Press Bureau 
By J. C. Kelsey 


You have heard of the Bell Press Bureau. 
It claims the right to throw all the mud. 
Its cause is holy. Its prayers for Independent tele- 
phone security holders are loud. And its lamentations for 
Independent failures have all the appearance of sincerity. 

It tells us often how some obscure telephone company 
failed and how some innocent stockholder lost his or her 
holdings. 

But it great licensee Bell 
stockholders who get no dividends because they believed 
in the jolly tale of natural monopoly. 


never mentions the army of 





Bell licensee minority stockholders get many excuses 
but no dividends. 
Because where competition exists, the Bell freely gives 


free service. 

In a monopoly-cursed town, vou show me a free tele- 
phone. 

St. Louis was the first city of magnitude to reject the 
Bell service. 

It was awful. 

Really, back in 1896, it was fierce 


Please note how justified was the demand for service. 


| re 5,000 telephones 
1900...... 7,000 a 
1001....:..: 808 
1902......11,000 
.. 13,000 
1004 ...... 15,000 
1908. 0... 18,500 
1906. . . 22,500 = 
1907. 27,500 , 
1908......31,000 . 
1909......34,000 


1910......37,500 


All the years have been increasing years, and each year 
an epoch. 

Following .is the annual report of the directors of the 
Kinloch Long Distance Telephone Co. of Missouri: 








REVENUE ACCOUNT. 
Year ended December 31, 1910. 
REVENUE. 

Exchange » see «eh 248 BOR. 22 
"a Seen Terre ere re 148,432.73 
Interest and discounts............ 9,119.59 
Received from non-payments..... 3,920.25 
DEIGROTIANEOES ... -6. eons ese scws 612.88 

aon $1,410,783.57 

EXPENSES. 

General expense .................$ 182,424.99 
Operators’ expense .............. 143,164.28 
BEGMBICUANCE .65 oes ss ose ewes 208,691.95 
Phones discontinued 27,260.15 
Building expense ................ 31,767.33 
Non-payments a ae 36,288.64 
MN a koe too LR 70,652.67 

— $700,250.01 
I i ig Go ig Pe a 710,533.56 
PO on , kivuvadoud ene auasweetccy 263,020.75 


3: 


Se ne Ae Ree Ee Se Pte Bee Ah Oa ce 
Reserve for depreciation......... $ 180,000.00 
Reserve for public liability... .. 8,400.00 


.$ 447,512.81 


$185,400.00 


|. | ie ee eae eA URE ee 
SI 2 sang tenn aoa sch eee Kies 167,400.00 
Surplus sis ie astan oN CNG Socal oe achig ac atalasah aacanene ) ON ee 
The increase in gross revenue over that of the 

PEECEOING YEAT WAB...... .< oeccccaccesccsss $83,789.22 
The increase in expenses over that of the pre- 

CN AR el tees ai tee ie $59,078.14 
The increase in profit over that of the preced- 

TE Ut is 26h isa <!evernciere wie al eelatals $16,740.33 


Following is a comparative statement of the number of 


stations in operation December 31, 1910, and the corre 
sponding date of the previous year. 
1909. 1910. Increase. 
PEON Os owes) Aaeete 33,708 37,112 3,404 


The mileage of wire installed in the plant on December 


31, 1909 and 1910, was: 
1909. 1910. Gain. 
Ul. G.. cate... 2.4. Tee ee 38,521 38,960 139 
Aerial cable and wire............ 54,468 59,380 4.912 
Dae WR Bcc ata een 9 682 10,083 401 
Total miles of wire . 102,671 108.423 5,752 

BALANCE SHEET. 
As of December 31, 1910. 
RESOURCES, 

CIE. UN he bc ko coseen gel gas hI votes isle seem $7,488,373.65 


Bonds in the treasury (this com- 
pany’s 5 per cent............$332,000.00 
The Suburban Tel. Co. 5 per cent 86,000.00 
$18,000.00 
94,526.71 





ee a, a ee a ce ae ae eee Lee 
Accounts receivable— 





Rentals $37,853.46 
TOUR te ea a cian 41,486.3 
WEISCOMAMOOES ooo oss voice ein ees 13,371.92 
—-—- 92,711.76 
RRM 5 ig eo ees th acres sala asrane sae langie UNFORS 78,556.34 
Kinloch Building Company.............0+: 1,225.14 
TES FRCCTVADIS akc ok oh sb ec ceeweses pecs 64,408.02 
WOW CGMSITECHOM x osc 6.c ccc ceive cegease 577,352.15 
Furniture, fixtures, tools, horses and wagons 18,453.09 
Advance operating expenses.............. 11,635.54 
All other resources........... 80,036.65 
$8,965,279.05 
LIABILITIES. 
Capital stock isstied..<o.. 5.6.5 canes .$2,800,000.00 
First mortgage bonds 
Nk MOE CERES os sce aed 52,000,000.00 


Five per cent............... 2,88,000.00 
4,884 ,000.00 
3,199.64 
25,000.00 
40,052.64 
127,666.67 
29,053.21 
42,000.00 
496,938.74 
21,000.00 
499, 368.15 


Unearned rentals 
Bills payable 
Accounts. payable (mot due). .........5. 00.60 
Accrued interest 
Accrued taxes Be ay Pen ee res 
ROSESVE TOF GIVMIOIGS 5c... okie 66s 0s cole oie 
Reserve for depreciation. ........ 2.20. .s608. 
Reserve for public Nability.................. 
Surplus or undivided profits..... 





$8,965,279.05 

Note.—Of the above $41,486.38 tolls uncollected, $26,843.57 

is for last quarter’s tolls not billed or payable until January, 
1911. 

“Your directors,” says the report, “re¢ognized our busi- 
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ness, by its nature, to be that of a public utility, and con- 
sidered their first duty was to furnish the most reliable, 
efficient and prompt service to our subscribers; and to that 
end have spared neither expense nor effort. 

“Owing to the general increased use of the telephone, 
and the larger number of subscribers served, the ‘Local 
Traffic’ of the different exchanges in our system has reached 
a total daily average of nearly 400,000 ‘connections.’ 

“The total expense incurred during the year in maintain- 
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That is the accumulation of reserves at the rate of $4 
per station year. 
There have been 250,000 station years of Kinloch service. 


A reserve account of $5 per station year makes the Kin- 
loch property absolutely certain of life and health. 





Lots of noise is made about depreciation percentages. 
They don’t mean much. 





Operating 

Month. Revenue. Expenses. 

DOO as 5055 08604 02800805 $ 113,682.39 $ 31,775.80 
ee) BCL ee eee 113,668.13 $3,516.57 
WOMEGN. Gacererwmsthereies aes 118,347.42 31,703.64 
BNE. F5.04% gd ot coxa teens. 114,871.35 33,231.33 
EN Calas weit adc hast Maal exided 116,171.88 30,940.63 
Se Pre Pons, mire ee ee 118,300.97 30,296.11 
BNE Sap cudiand eemewsweaeearts 117,536.44 32,743.73 
CCT Te eee 118,233.44 36,047.75 
ES I Oe 120,042.64 31,381.30 
Rs hrs duis iy one Saat ats 119,331.63 33,492.93 
NOD a icc ndvirecdinaaleace 118,333.83 32,452.51 
TT reer 122,263.45 36,062.91 





$393,645.24 





Less dividends 





KINLOCH COMPANY’S OPERATING STATEMENT BY MONTHS FOR YEAR 1910 


Less reserve for depreciation................ 
Less reserve for public liability.............. 


Interest 


Maintenance. Taxes. on Bonds. Profit. 
$21,330.28 $5,718.33 $21,683.34 $33,174.64 
16,349.87 5,718.33 21,745.81 36,337.52 
18,166.12 6,026.05 21,808.34 40,643.27 
20,413.90 6,063.33 21,870.84 33,291.95 
18,796.05 6,063.33 21,933.34 38,438.53 
17,988.59 5,591.39 21,995.80 42,429.08 
20,222.23 5,980.00 21,995.81 36,594.67 


21,995.81 
21,995.81 
21,995.81 
21,995.81 
22,004.20 


33,843.26 
39,753.91 
36,209.68 
37,347.53 
39,448.77 
$447,512.81 


20,366.59 
21,222.41 
21,593.82 
20,548.59 
18,953.65 


5,980.00 
5,689.21 
6,039.39 
5,989.39 
5,793.92 





$235,952.10 $70,652.67 $263,020.75 





$180,000.00 
8,400.00 


$188,400.00 


$259,112.81 
167,400.00 





IN oi a cseacSiale $91,712.81 








ing the plant, was $235,952.10, which is an increase of over 
15 per cent more than the like charge for the previous year. 
In addition to maintaining the plant in a modern state and 
healthy condition, for which has been expended out of the 
revenues of the company over $2,178,000, your directors 
have continued the policy of increasing the reserve and 
surplus funds, which now amount to over $1,000,000, to pro- 
vide for depreciation, obsolescence, inadequacy and unfore- 
seen hazards. 

“The additions to and extensions of the plan authorized 
during the year, by your directors, consisting of a toll trunk 
line through St. Louis, Jefferson and St. Francois counties, 
the opening of six exchanges and thirty-six toll stations, 
have been completed, besides caring for the legitimate new 
business, at a cost of $232,347.37. * * * 

“The net earnings of the company were about three times 
the interest on the outstanding bonds; while the net profits 
during the year were over 9 per cent of the outstanding 
stock. 

“While the balance sheet shows a reduction, during the 
year, of $50,000 in bills payable, your directors are pleased 
to announce that since the end of the year the remainder 
has been paid and the company is free from debt. * * * 

“There are 7’ es on the company’s pay rolls, 330 of 
which ‘re for male ‘7 for female employes.” 


The statement shows a Surplus and reserve account of 
$1,000,000. 

The plant value is approximately $8,000,000. 

Accordingly, the reserves amount to 12% per cent. 





The parent Bell reserves a year ago were 6 2-3 per cent. 


After a while it raised its reserve account to 10 per cent 
of plant value. 


A reserve account of $1,000,000 shows another thing. 


The Kinloch company merely uses common sense. 


On a telephone station basis, the Kinloch performance 
is as follows: 








GPOS6 CAPNIN@s §.......6.600. $40.00 
RE ER) De eae RG eee eee 19.75 
Net for reserves...........$20.25 
St ee Pe, oP 5.30 
Met for Domes... jo snsdc sce $14.95 
MOG MITEPESE ooo ock ces cc wer 7.45 
ae a re $ 7.50 
Dividend and stock......... 4.70 

ee $2.80 


At a glance, you see the power of the Kinloch Telephone 
Co. to pay 9 per cent dividends. 
Or to set aside $8.00 per telephone station year. 


The cost of operation is subdivided as follows: 


ee a = $5.15 
ee ee ey ee 2.00 
Operators 4.05 
Maintenance 6.65 
Er ee ee 1.90 

.< 2.” Sree eer $19.75 





Note the ratio of operators’ to total cost. 

I have always maintained that in any thinking telephone 
system the cost of operators runs bet\ 
one-fifth of the total. 

In the larger systems, girl cost averages one-fourth 


een one-fourth and 
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But the Kinloch company has a much better performance. Independent telephone properties have no minority stock- 

Girl cost in St. Louis is yearly one-fifth. holders. 

That is a great record. Every stockholder has equal rights. And gets proper re- 
——— turns. 





In Bell properties, you always note the great gir! cost. ie 
That is due to the lack of real economic study. Just to show you how arbitrary the Bell company is— 
————— . It owns 80 per cent of the Western Electric Co. 

And Kinloch service has no superior in all the world. 

The maintenance cost is $6.65 and represents a reasonable 
reconstruction account too. 

Adding the reserve of $5.30 to current maintenance makes 
$12. 

The continuation of maintenance, current reconstruction 
and reserve account of $12 indicates the highest upkeep 
possible. 

In fact, the Bell company cannot show more than $11 per 
station for this account in any licensee company since 1882. 





The investment account grew $242,000. 

The gross earning account also grew nearly $84,000. 

This indicates a gross earning percentage of 34 per cent. 
As the Kinloch is operating for 50 per cent of its revenue, 





Curve Showing Station Growth. 











the net earning on extension investments is near 17 per It has decided to pay $10 a share so as to keep the stock 
cent. worth as much as the bonds—no more and no less. 

| defy any Bell company in America, outside of the The plant earns $40 per share. 
monopoly spots, to parallel this record for extensions. The Bell majority makes use of it. 

A gross earning of 25 per cent usually invites extensions The minority stockholder gets $10 
—and few accomplish such results. He is glad to get it. 

Also note that the number of people employed was re- Some day about $600,000,000 worth of securities held by 
duced by 42 during the year. Bell influences will feel a quake. 













































































COMPARATIVE INFORMATION FOR FIVE YEARS ENDING DECEMBER 31, 1910 
Increase Over 1909 
December 31. 1906. 1907. 1908 1909 1910 No. Per Cent. 
Number of exchanges... ........5%: 14 17 17 17 23 6 35.3 
Number of private branch exchanges 90 128 164 230 267 37 16.0 
Number of exchange stations........ 20,600 23,799 26,953 29,729 32,097 2,368 8.0 
Number of private branch stations.. 1,997 2,635 3,205 3,979 5,015 1,036 26.0 
Miles. Miles. Miles Miles Miles Miles 
Underground conduits ............. 31 31 31 31 31 0 0 
Underground Gmct  .. 2. cee edeees cc 315 316 316 316 316 0 0 
Exchange pole lines ee ER | 486 585 610 679 748 46 6.8 
Wire Mileage. Miles. Miles. Miles Miles Miles Miles 
RIOT OPOMME: co 656.5 soiewuecadccees. 34,643 35,156 35,874 38,521 38,960 439 ‘2 
\erial cables, poles, buildings and 
SU ioe os cas ee ee BK 33,468 45,034 47,073 54,468 59,380 4,912 9.0 
Toll Lines. Miles. Miles. Miles Miles Miles Miles 
Poles satin let ake i aiotd on io Say Sy Cha Rotate aa le ee ie 1,212 1,218 1,225 1,231 1,307 76 6.2 
| SR A Nea eee Parcs eee eee 9,262 9,490 9,577 9,682 10,083 401 4.1 
WOGH GANGS OF WHE. .s< 260604 42005. 89,162 89,680 92,524 102,671 108 423 5,752 5.6 
en ee eee $2,400,000 $2,800,000 $2,800,000 $2,800,000 2,800,000 0 0 
IRR oe Ps a piois Kp ubic erst wena eaiee $4,051,000 $4,765,000 $4,881,000 $4,881,000 4,881,000 0 0 
Also that the bonded indebtedness has not increased. The Kinloch Telephone Co. is a magnificent property. 
It stands out prominently in every telephonic and eco- 
We have heard so much about over-capitalization. nomic sense. 


_—_—_—— Its stockholders, directors and managers should be justly 
The Kinloch has a plant valued at $8,000,000 actual dol- proud. 
lars and has $7,681,000 securities against it. ee 
a No better security exists than either Kinloch bonds or 
Bell properties do not intend that minority stockholders stock. 
shail get any returns And there are no -predatory interests in control. 
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It is a company of all the stockholders, for all the stock- 
holders and by all the stockholders. 





Moral:—“Don’t give up the ship.” 


Ohio Protective Association Opposes Yount Bill—Expect- 
ed Out of Committee Very Soon. 





The Ohio Independent Protective Association is circulat- 
ing a letter in Ohio which is strong in its opposition to the 
Yount Bil! pending in the Ohio General Assembly. The cir- 
cular takes up at length the consequences of the passage of 
the bill. It calls attention to the efforts of Wall street in 
trying to secure a monopoly of the telephone business in 
Ohio. A number of men are quoted in opposition to the 
bill. 

The circular suggests a remedy for the condition of the 
telephone business in the state. It favors permitting the 
anti-trust laws to remain on the statute books and the en- 
actment of a compulsory physical connection law. This, 
it is claimed, will solve the problem. It cites several states 
where physical connection laws have worked out satisfac- 
torily. 

The Committee on Railroads and Telegraphs of the Ohio 
Senate has not yet reported out the Yount Bill. There was 
some talk of an additional special hearing by the committee 
for those who are opposed to the bill. But so far, it is 
stated, sufficient opposition has mot developed to warrant 
a call for a special hearing 

Whether it will pass the General Assembly or not is a 
matter of conjecture. Those in charge of the bill believe 
that it will go through both houses without any strenuous 
opposition. There are some rumblings of opposition, par- 
ticularly from the rural sections of the state, but so far 
the opposition has not been crystallized. 
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In the meantime telephone development in Ohio has 
ceased. Both the Morgan interests and those strictly Inde- 
pendent are waiting. The United States (Long Distance) 
Telephone Co., a Morgan concern, which controls a num- 
ber of local exchanges in Ohio, will not take a step until 
the legislature has acted, and the Independents, too, are 
holding back. 

The Bell interests are ostensibly taking no part for or 
against the Yount Bill, but the officials are at least watch- 
ing the outcome with considerable interest. 


Several important amendments have been suggested by 
the Senate Committee on Railroads and Telegraphs, which 
have been concurred in by the officers of the Ohio Inde- 
pendent Association. 

A meeting of the Senate Committee on Railroads and 
Telegraphs was held Thursday, March 23, 9 o’clock, when 
the amendments were presented. The men pushing the 
bill believe that the amendments will eliminate all opposi- 
tion to the measure and that it will have easy sailing in the 
Ohio Legislature. 

One of these provides that all telephone regulations shall 
be done by the present Ohio Railroad Commission, instead 
of by a special commission as was provided in the original 
Yount Bill. This amendment was inserted in order to 
overcome the statement that commission after commission 
was being piled up by the Ohio lawmakers. 

The next important amendment provides that, in case of 
consolidation of telephone companies, the aggregate amount 
of the capital stock and the aggregate amount of the debt 
increased by such consolidations shall not be more than 
the total stock and the total indebtedness of the individual 
companies before consolidation. This amendment silences 
considerable opposition on the part of people who desire 
to see stock and bond issues regulated. 
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Does the Bell Control the Salt Lake, Utah, Independent > 


Belief that Rocky Mountain Bell Telephone Company Bought Securities of Competing Corporation Three Years 


Age Given Renewed Life by Later Developments—Ownership of Both Stock and Bonds 
and Practical Management of Company is Now Charged 


Just where the actual ownership and control of the Utah 
Independent Telephone Co. lies is a question which is now 
assuming considerable magnitude in Salt Lake City. Pub- 
lic interest in the matter was again recently aroused, as 
reported by TELEPHONY, through the writing of an anony- 
mous letter to the City Council, which declared that the 
Bell interests control the so-called Independent company, 
and have done so since the turn-over of stock and bonds 
three years ago. 

Owing to the fact that the letter was without signature, 
the council took no steps regarding the charges made. 
That it would investigate the situation, however, were the 
known facts properly presented to it, there is no reason 
to doubt. Neither does there appear to be any doubt 
that such an investigation would clearly disclose Bell own- 
ership of the stock and bonds of the Independent company. 

The importance of such a disclosure is apparent when it 
is known that the franchise of the Utah Independent con- 
tains a provision to the effect that the company shall at 
all times maintain itself in competition with any other tele- 
phone company in the state. The following excerpt from 
the franchise shows how clearly the principle of competi- 
tion was laid down and agreed to at the time of the grant: 

Said corporation and its incorporators and promoters 
to remain at all times an Independent telephone com- 
pany, having no connection with any other telephone 
company whatsoever, and to keep the management and 
control of said company in the hands of actual and 
bona fide résidents of the state of Utah, to the end 
that the largest possible benefits accruing from the op- 
eration of said company shall be and remain with the 
people of the state of Utah. 

Again the franchise states: 

Said corporation to maintain a telephone system sep- 
arate and distinct from, and at all times in competition 
with, all other telephone companies in the state of 
Utah. 

It is held by competent authorities that, if it can be posi- 
tively shown that the Bell interests now control the Inde- 
pendent property, the latter’s franchise may be declared 
forfeited. Even should this not be the case, the fact, if it be 
a fact, that the Bell is maintaining “dummy” competition 
in Salt Lake City should be made known. And it is clearly 
the duty of the City Council to thoroughly investigate the 
matter and exactly determine the present status of affairs. 
If such a transfer has been made, the act is clearly a 
violation of the terms of the Independent franchise. In 
fact these have already been outwardly violated in allow- 
ing the admitted control of the corporation to rest outside 
the state of Utah, a New Jersey banker being now osten- 
sibly the owner of the entire capital stock. 

TELEPHONY conceives its duty to be the publication of 
such information as is available at this time, in the interests 
both of Independent telephony and of the Salt Lake City 
telephone users. The latter, if the Bell owns the compet- 
ing company, have been and are being subjected to the 
annoyance incident to the operations of the two companies 
in the field, with none of the vastly more than compensat- 
ing advantages attendant upon real competitive operation. 

Briefly, the details of the sale were these: It was an- 


nounced, in November, 1907, that R. L. Day & Co., brokers, 
of Boston and New York, had taken over, for $910,000 cash, 
from the United States Independent Telephone Co., of 
Rochester, N. Y., all the stock, bonds and promissory notes 





of the Utah Independent held by the U. S. I. company. 
This transaction followed the failure of a Salt Lake syndi- 
cate, headed by Elmer B. Jones, formerly managing di- 
rector of the Independent company, to exercise its option 
to purchase the same securities. 

In March, 1908, it was publicly given out that the minor- 
ity stock of the Utah Independent company, of a par value 
of $498,000, had been purchased by George A. Berger, of 
the Trust Company, of New Jersey, with offices in Ho- 
boken, N. J. At that time the Utah Independent board. 
of directors was reorganized 

Two active participants in the final transfer, said to be 
representing Mr. Berger, were H. A. Harvey, who came 
from the East, and was subsequently elected president 
of the company. and Waldemar Van Cott. Van Cott is the 
senior member of the Salt Lake City law firm of Van Cott, 
Allison & Ritter. He handled al! the local deals and gave 
his personal checks for the stocks locally bought. Ber- 
ger, in a published interview at that time, declared positive- 
ly that he bought the stock as a private investment. He 
denied emphatically that he represented either the Rocky 
Mountain Bell, the A. T. & T., or eny other Bell interests. 
This attitude he has since maintained. 

In the minds of telephone men there has never been any 
doubt, even if not susceptible of proof, that the Bell in- 
terests then gained control of the Utah Independent Tele- 
phone Co. three years ago. Color was lent to this con- 
clusion by reason of the participation in the turn-over of 
R. L. Day & Co., a firm long known to be closely affil- 
iated with the Bell. 

In an effort to gather such data as is obtainable at this 
time, TELEPHONY applied, among others, to Edward H. 
Hammer, of the General Engineering Co., of Chicago, who 
has been located in Salt Lake City for some time, and 
who is thoroughly familiar with every detail of the or- 
ganization and subsequent operations of the Utah Independ- 
ent. Mr. Hammer confidently gives it as his belief that the 
Bell does control the latter concern and that an impartial 
and rigid investigation will confirm his conclusions. 

Mr. Hammer states, among other things tending to prove 
his assertions, that the Bell interests own the entire bond 
issue of the Utah Independent company, a fact which he 
says “they do not seem to mind admitting to some of their 
friends,” 

The capital stock is still held in the name of Berger, 
who Mr. Hammer declares, is entirely unknown in the 
telephone field, and who is undoubtedly “only a figure 
head for the real owners, the Bell.” 

Van Cott has recently been elected to the presidency 
of the company to succeed Harvey, Mr. Hammer says, and 
directs attention to the fact that, while Van Cott is a 
prominent attorney locally, he is without any practical 
knowledge of the telephone business. Further, he asserts 
that the firm of which Van Cott is a member is the local 
counsel for the Bell company. 
says, “is obvious.” 

“Being without an experienced president or manager,” 
says Mr. Hammer, “the Utah Independent Telephone Co. 
is managed and controlled by the president and general 
manager of the Rocky Mountain Bell.Telephone Co.” 

“The directors of the Utah Independent Telephone Co.,” 
he continues, “are directors in name only. They own no 


“The inference,’ as he 
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stock in the company (they pretend to own 100 shares 
each), and have no knowledge of its affairs so far as per- 
tains to the operation and conduct of the company’s busi- 
This they openly admit.” 

“Hence,” Mr. Hammer concludes, “the Utah Independ- 
ent Telephone Co. has in fact no real organized existence 
and performs none of the essential functions contemplated 
by its franchise, nor fulfills one of its conditions.” 

Competition Gone, Usual Consequences Follow. 

“Having killed telephone competition in Utah by pur- 
chasing the competing company,” says Mr. Hammer, “the 
Bell company has adopted the policy of first thoroughly 
emasculating its former competitor and then maintaining 
the empty shell of an organization, labeled and colored to 


ness. 


” 


represent a competing company, to the end that real com- 
petition may be forever impossible in this territory. 

“The results that usually arise from the absence of tele- 
phonic competition are beginning to be fully realized; a 
general letting down is felt all along the line, a deterior- 
ation that results in lower efficiency, poorer service, re- 
stricted extensions, scant courtesy and higher Bell rates 
for the subscriber. At one time when the Utah company 
was really Independent its subscription list was a menace 
to the Rocky Mountain Bell. Now we see a relaxation of 
all effective efforts to increase the subscription list of the 
Independent company, although a few showy but ineffi- 
cient attempts at doing so are occasionally manifest.” 

In his communication to this paper, Mr. Hammer reviews 
at some length the history of the Utah Independent, from 
the time it was granted a franchise in 1902. He traces the 
organization of the company by Rochester parties and 
recites the details of the efforts of the Jones syndicate 
to secure the controlling interest, which ultimately was 
purchased by R. L. Day & Co. He mentions the $50,000 
in cash deposited by the syndicate for an extension of time 
ir. which to exercise its option on the securities held in 
Rochester, and shows how this was forfeited when the 
stocks, bonds and notes were turned over to the brokerage 
house. 

“Shortly after this transaction,” continues Mr. Hammer, 
“the legal representatives of Berger, the New Jersey bank- 
er, who was now alleged to be the purchaser of the se- 
curities, appeared in Salt Lake City and demanded the 
transfer on the books of the company of the controlling 
stock interest purchased for him in Rochester. 

Directors Refuse to Turn Over Control. 

“The officers of the Utah company, however, refused to 
eredit the allegations of the alleged purchaser, declared 
that the sale of the stock was really made to the A. T. & 
T. Co. and that, being so, it was in violation of the anti- 
trust laws of the land; hence, no real, legal sale of the stock 
had occurred, and no transfer of the stock would be made 
on the books of the company. They further invited legal 
proceedings if the alleged purchaser believed he could 
establish his alleged rights by an appeal to the courts. 

“This was an impregnable position which, had it been 
adhered to, would have resulted in the complete discom- 
fiture of the Bell company, the ultimate acquisition of the 
securities of the Utah Independent Telephone Co. by a 
local western syndicate, and the continuation of that or- 
ganization as a genuine, Independent company, with all 
that that name implies. But, after much discussion, the 
negotiations resulted in the repayment to the Utah syndi- 
cate of the $50,000 which had been lost at Rochester and 
the further payment of a few cents per share for the entire 
outstanding minority stock interest. It seems also to have 
been agreed that some of the members of the board would 

“remain on the directorate of the company as “straw” mem- 
To make them legally directors, 100 shares of stock 


bers. 
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were issued to each and so entered upon the books of the 
company. The certificates were then endorsed in blank 
and returned.” 

Mr. Hammer declares that it is inconceivable that an 
outside purchaser, such as Berger represented himself to 
be, would have consented to be mulcted out of $50,000, 
when his title to the stock was perfectly clear. He points 
out, however, that the Bell company would do so, and 
would do it readily, to avoid becoming involved in the 
courts. 

Mr. Hammer goes on: “After having thus had the com- 
peting company turned over to them by its directors the 
Bell interests considered it expedient to send out a man 
from the east (Harvey), who would act as president and 
manager until the talk ‘blew over,’ and it was considered 
safe to operate both companies through one management. 
Later he was withdrawn and the Bell’s local senior counsel 
(Van Cott) was then made the nominal president, while 
the local Bell management became paramount in both 
companies. 

Burden of Two Companies Without Benefits. 

“Thus one of Utah’s great public utilities was illegally 
permitted, by those whose duty it was to preserve it, to 
become a mere shell, a plaything in the hands of the 
monopoly it was especially designed to combat. Instead 
of operating as a release from the yoke of the telephone 
monopoly, it now serves only to rivet that yoke more 
effectively upon the necks of the Utah telephone patrons. 
Now the public is called upon to support two Bell com- 
panies with none of the advantages derived from compe- 
tition, the only, but very sufficient, reason for the existence 
of two telephone companies in any territory. 

“The condition of affairs here outlined might. well be 
commended to the careful consideration of the Utah De- 
velopment League, composed, as it is, of the numerous 
Commercial Clubs throughout the state of Utah, and whose 
watchword is ‘Utah for Utahns.’ It is in their power to 
compel, (a) the observance of the letter and spirit of the 
Independent telephone franchises throughout the state; (b) 
the annulling of the unlawful sale, (c) the transfer of the 
securities and stock of this company to a Utah syndicate 
and the metamorphosis of the Utah Independent Telephone 
Co. into an organization that shall be truly Independent 
and competitive, as contemplated by its franchise.” 

The board of directors of the Utah Independent, which 
sanctioned the transfer of the company’s stock was com- 
posed of Heber M. Wells, John Henry Smith, S. F. Fenton, 
Nephi W. Clayton, Elmer B. Jones, M. H. Walker, Edward 
W. Sloan, Heber J. Grant and Geo. T. Odell. 

The present board is made up as follows: Waldemar 
Van Cott, Geo. T. Odell, Jno. D. Spencer, Jas. H. Moyle, 
Heber J. Grant, Heber M. Wells,. Lawrence Greene, S. F 
Fenton and Geo. A. Berger. Berger was recently added, 
his first appearance as a director. 

Question Now Up to Those Chiefly Interested. 

In the light of the foregoing, the question as to the actual 
ownership and control of the Utah Independent Telephone 
Co. would appear to be worthy the attention of the Utah 
Development League, or of any other civic or commercial 
body which has at heart the best interests of Salt Lake 
City. That the matter .will be taken up and publicly 
threshed out in the near future is deemed practically a 
certainty by those of TELEPHONY’s correspondents who are 
familiar with conditions. And there appears a 
unanimity of opinion as to the result of suchan inquiry. 

This paper will follow the course of any inquiry which 
may be set afoot with intent to clear up the situation, and 
will be glad to hear from any one who can throw additional 
light on what appears to be a very cloudy condition. 


singular 








Tri-State Pays 31s 1; Per Cent Quarterly Dividend 


Minneapolis Independent Closes Year 1910 with Net Surplus of $255,246 After Expenses, Interest and 6 Per Cent 


Dividends on Preferred and Common—$150,000 to Depreciation Reserve—Operating 
Ratio 51.0 Per Cent—Net Earnings Gain 9.4 Per Cent 


The Tri-State (Independent) Telephone & Telegraph 
Co., with headquarters at Minneapolis, has just paid its 
thirty-first consecutive quarterly dividend of 1% per cent 
on the outstanding $1,500,000 of preferred stock. The com- 
pany also regularly pays at the rate of 6 per cent per 
annum on the $1,000,000 common stock issued. 

The statement of revenue and expenses for the calendar 
year 1910, just issued, shows that, after meeting all oper- 
ating and maintenance expenses, paying interest on the 
funded and floating debt ($226,053), and aggregate dividends 
of $159,427, there remained for reserves and surplus $255,- 
246. Of this amount $150,000 was added to the depreciation 
reserve, $100,000 was carried to surplus account, and the 
balance, $5,246,*was placed in the reserve for contingen- 
cies. 

The gross revenue from operation for the year was $1,- 
295,295. and 
operating, taxes, bad accounts, etc., were $666,893, leaving a 
net operating revenue of $628,402. To this is added revenue 
from dividends and interest on securities held in other com- 
panies, making a total net of $640.726. 

But 51.0 per cent of the gross, therefore, was expended 
for maintenance and operation. This compares favorably 
with previous years, the operating ratio for 1909 being 52.5 
per cent; for 1908, 52.2 per cent; for 1907, 55.1 per cent; 
for 1906, 56.8 per cent. 

Gross revenue, aside from the income from other than 
operating sources, was $84,896 higher than in 1909, a gain 
of 7.0 per cent; expenses were $30,897 greater, an increase 
of 4.8 per cent; net was $53,999 over that of the previous 
year, a gain of 9.4 per cent. 
63 per cent was saved for net earnings. 

The complete revenue statement for the vear 1910 is as 
follows: 


Exnenses, including maintenance, general 


Of the increased gross, over 


REVENUE ACCOUNT. 
Year ended December 31, 1910. 
Gross earnings from operation. .$1,295,294.97 
Revenue from other sources..... 12,324.18 
Total income $1,307,619.15 
Maintenance, operating and gener- 
al exp., (including taxes, etc.) 


666,893.09 


640,726.06 
226,052.82 


Wet GCOS oo. soocldsde edict dex $ 
Int. on funded and floating debt 





TRE NE, Solis 2 ces we nac leleelacann $ 414,673.24 
Dividends paid on pref. stock....$ 99,615.70 

Dividends paid on com. stock... 59,811.20 159,426.90 
Balance for surplus and reserves $ 255,246.34 


DISTRIBUTION OF SURPLUS FOR 1910. 
To reserve for contingencies... .$ 5,246.34 
To reserve for depreciation..... 150,000.00 
100,000.00 


To surplus account 


$ 255,246.34 

The comparative figures of revenue and expense for the 
past six years are shown elsewhere on this page. These 
include only income from operation, and serve to indicate 
the substantial and steady growth of the company. 

During the past year the company constructed a toll line 
connecting Minneapolis and St. Paul with Eau Claire 
and Chippewa Falls, Wis.; added two copper toll circuits 
to its lines to Ortonville, Minn., and constructed and placed 
in operation exchanges in East Grand Forks and Grace 
ville, Minn. 

New switchboard added in the 
3ranch Exchange in Minneapolis, and the capacity of the 
Main Exchange building in St. Paul was doubled to ade- 
quately provide for the continued growth of the business 


equipment was South 


in that city. 
Below are figures showing the station growth for the 


past ten years. They are as of May 1 for each year. 


Minneapolis St. Paul All Others Total 
ME iin xi he St arene 1,640 1,134 2,774 
1902 3,¢te 1,802 9,074 
1903. 6,021 3,142 9,163 
1904. os bgote 4,028 11,601 
1905. . 10,058 3,216 15,274 
rer 6,927 20,283 
>, re 8,153 eet 23,859 
Ie 8,814 5,347 31,335 
TOGO. ones cae 9,816 10,614 38,934 
1910... .19,921 10,638 20,977 51,536 


The Tri-State system operates exchanges in Minneapolis, 
St. Paul and thirty-five other towns and cities in Minnesota 
and western Wisconsin, covering practically all that terri- 
tory. It comprises 3,563 miles of pole line, 174,573 miles 
of wire and, as shown above, upwards of 50,000 stations. 

The officers are: President, E. H. Moulton; vice-pres- 
ident and treasurer, G. W. Robinson; secretary, F. C. Wil- 
son; general superintendent, R. L. Barry. 

Louisville Hotel to Install Own Interior Wiring. 

The new Tyler Hotel, an eight-story structure now being 
erected in Louisville, is installing its own interior telephone 
wiring. The management, having in mind the complications 
whch overtook the Galt House, when it attempted to aban- 
don the Cumberland Bell service and install that of the 
Home Independent, will not allow either company to place 
its wires in the walls. 








Gross earnings 


REVENUE ACCOUNT TRI-STATE TELEPHONE & TELEGRAPH COMPANY 


For past six years, ended December 31. 
These figures include only operating income. 


Scala cinta Sal bravia ai alc ands ete a Ae $657,455 $880,313 
Operating and maintenance................... $341,221 $500,260 





Net earnings 





1905 1906 1907 1908 1909 1910 
$1,021,010 $1,118,713 $1,210,399 $1,295,295 
563,351 584,672 635,996 666,893 
$ 534,041 $ 574,403 $ 628,402 


sitar: 4-al presi eitouein: Wears wher wlaaiaiaja\lophtabaly aie $316,234 $380,053 $ 457,659 
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Illinois Independents Hold Convention and Endorse Prin- 
ciple of Commission Control. 

The annual convention of the Illinois Independent Tele- 
phone Association was held at Quincy, instead of at Spring- 
field, as at first announced. The change was made at al- 
most the last moment owing to inadequate hotel facili- 
ties. 

Manford Savage, newly elected president of the National 
association, delivered an address on “How Can Discrimi- 
nation and Cut Rates be Prevented—Authority to Estab- 
lish Minimum Rates.” The subject was practically that 
upon which Mr. Savage spoke at the national convention. 
William D. Kerr also addressed the delegates on the “State 
Control of Public Utilities,” and John W. Coffee read a 
paper on the “Clearing House. There were a number of 
matters discussed informally. 

The convention, in a series of resolutions, congratulated 
Mr. Savage upon his election to the national presidency, 
endorsed his attitude as expressed in hig formal announce- 
ment after assuming office, and pledged the support of the 
Illinois association in carrying out the principles therein 
set forth. The resolutions continued: 

RESOLVED FURTHER, That we, continuing a 
policy consistently followed since the inception of the 
Independent telephone business, do hereby court the 
fullest publicity as to the business in which we are 
engaged and we do hereby héartily approve the prin- 
ciple of a reasonable public control over public utili- 
ties through the creation by the state of a fairly con- 
stituted public utility commission, and do hereby urge 
upon the members of this association that they do all 
they can to arouse a public sentiment in favor of such 
control, and to assist as far as possible in securing 
reasonable and appropriate legislation in the further- 
ance of such public control. 

A committee of seven members was appointed to follow 
all pending legislation, and which was authorized to speak 
for the association. The following officers were elected 
for the ensuing year: L. A. Herrick, Freeport, president; 
Charles H. Acherpohl, Quincy, vice-president; M. B. Far- 
well, Bloomington, secretary; W. W. Halliday, Jacksonville, 
treasurer. 

It was decided to hold another meeting some time next 
fall, probably about October. The exact date and the place 
of meeting will be fixed by the executive committee. 


St. Louis Incident Reveals Interesting Position Occupied 
by Minority Directors in Bell Companies. 


This paper noted some time ago the passing of the last 
quarterly dividend by the Bell Telephone Co. of Missouri, 
which has headquarters at St. Louis. TELEPHONY stated 
at that time its understanding that the action was taken 
on direct advice from A. T. & T. headquarters, and that it 
was entirely contrary to the wishes of the members of the 
board who represent the minority stock holdings in the 
company. The following comment, from a recent issue of 
the St. Louis Republic, confirms this paper’s conclusions 
and gives still further point to the intolerable situation of 
these estimable gentlemen. It is reproduced in full: 

War in the Bell Telephone Company of Missouri, 
which began when the corporation suspended its divi- 
dend in September, was renewed yesterday under most 
peaceful circumstances. 

St. Louis directors, who objected to the methods of 
the American Telephone & Telegraph Co., which dom- 
inates the Bell, had declared they could not be treated 
as children by the parent institution, but must be per- 
mitted to be real directors. 

Peace, restored by the American Telephone & Tele- 
graph Co. by re-electing the belligerent directors, will 
prevail indefinitely—if the St. Louis directors are rec- 
ognized in the company’s transaction of business. But 
if they are ignored or overridden, as they charge 
against the American Telephone & Telegraph Co. in the 

past—there will be another fight. 
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St. Louis directors alleged that the suspension of 
the dividend was ordered without their acquiescence. 
They maintained that Charles S. Gleed, president of 
the Bell, who lives in Wichita and has headquarters in 
Kansas City, where he officiates as president of the 
Missouri & Kansas Telephone Co., had the dividend 
skipped on orders from the American Telephone & 
Telegraph Co., in New York. 

The plan of the St. Louis directors is to insist that 
they are entitled to participate in the management of 
the company’s business and finances. They are not, 
they hold, merely decorative features of the board. 
They announced, prior to the election, that the Ameri- 
can Telephone & Telegraph Co. would either have to 
let them be a factor in the board, or buy their Bell 
holdings. 

The St. Louis investment is about one-third of the 
capital, or approximately $3,000,000. The representa- 
tives of this stock in the board will contend for the 
right to be a vital force among the directors. 

Allies of the American Telephone & Telegraph Co. 
in the board are: James Campbell, William Duncan, 
Charles S. Gleed, D. S. H. Smith, Theodore N. Vail, C. 
P. Walbridge and Casper E. Yost. The other group 
is represented by John A. Holmes, P. C. Maffitt, John 
F. Shepley and Edwards Whitaker. 

It is stated that men like Messrs. Holmes, Maffitt, 
Shepley and Whitaker possess too much ability, influ- 
ence and experience to be mere ornaments or fixtures 
in the board and assent to all the commands dictated 
from New York. 

The singular feature of the whole affair is that these 
worthy gentlemen have apparently been oblivious all along 
to a fact which has always been patent to others. 


Cotton Belt Telephone & Telegraph Co. to Issue $50,000 
of Bonds for Extension of System. 

In May, 1909, the. Cotton Belt Telephone & Telegraph Co., 
of Cuthbert, Ga., was organized through the efforts of C. J. O. 
Farrell, with a capital stock of $21,000, all paid in. The old 
systems of the Randolph Telephone Co., at Cuthbert and Shell- 
man, the Edison Telephone Co., at Edison, and the Haskin 
Telephone Co., at Ft. Gaines were purchased. The systems 
totalled about 550 telephones. 

Since that time over $50,000 has been spent in improvements. 
Lines were built from Ft. Gaines, Ga., to Abbeville, Eufaula, 
Edison, and Bluffton, Alabama; from Edison, Ga., to Arling- 
ton, and Dickey; and from Cuthbert, Ga., to Morgan, Benevo- 
lence, Ft. Gaines and Brookville, Ga. 

A total of 300 miles of toll line was constructed since the 
incorporation of the new company. Service is now being 
given to 725 well satisfied subscribers, and it is reported that 
the company’s service is without parallel in that section of the 
country. In 60 days but 7 complaints of trouble were reported. 
The Railroad Commission has recently been petitioned for 
permission to issue $50,000 worth of 7 per cent bonds, the 
money to he used in further extending the system. 

The officers cf the company are: J. G. Dean, president; 
C. J. O’Farrell, Jr., vice-president and general manager, and 
J. M. Bill, secretary and treasurer. 








New Oregon Law Voids Contract on Telegrams. 


The Amme bill, fixing the responsibility of telephone and 
telegraph companies passed in the Oregon House recently 
by a close shave. The measure makes void the printed con- 
tract on the back of each telegram blank and compels tele- 
graph companies to repeat messages without making extra 
charge. 





West Virginia Independents Hold Convention. 

The annual convention of the West Virginia Independent 
Telephone Association was held on Thursday and Friday 
at Clarksburg. A complete report of the meeting will be 
printed by TELEPHONY next week. 

















F. E. Ebersole Assumes Charge of Chicago Independent 


Tunnel Company’s Automatic Plant, Now Being Installed by Subway Telephone Construction Company, Joseph 
Harris, President, to be Rushed to Completion by Man Who Made World’s Record in Telephone 
Construction at South Omaha—Sketch of His Telephone Career 


With a long record of notable accomplishments back 
of him, Frank E. Ebersole has come to Chicago to assume 
active direction of the affairs of the Subway Telephone 
Construction Co., which is now installing the automatic 
telephone system in that city. He has taken hold of the 
local organization in his usual manner, without excitement 
or display, and the effect of his wide experience, backed 
by a resistless energy, is already apparent in every de- 
partment and will be increasingly in evidence every day. 

Mr. Ebersole’s official position 


automatic 


enduring character—no makeshifts—exchange built, con- 
duits laid, cable drawn, permanently—everything  ship- 
shape. 


This is only one of the things Mr. Ebersole has done 
in the telephone field. He entered the “game” in 
the days of the Everett-Moore syndicate, in Ohio. He 
construction of the Cuyahoga plant 
built the plant at Dayton, the first big 
ever made, and also construct- 

ed a great deal of the long 


was active in the 
at Cleveland, 


installation 





with the company is that of as- 
sistant to the president, Joseph 
Harris, and his activities will ex- 
tend over the entire field of con- 
struction, installation, contracts, 
etc. 

Probably no one more fit for 
the work he has_ undertaken 
could possibly be secured. Mr. 
Ebersole, as TELEPHONY’s readers 
will recall, is the man who estab- 
lished a new world’s record in 
telephone construction when he 
built the plant at South Omaha 
last summer. Here is how a 
witness of that “stunt” described 
it in an illustrated article in this 
paper: “There was never a tele- 
phone job where speed was more 
imperative than at South Omaha. 
Never did a construction force 
working under pressure meet 
such nerve-racking weather, 
threatening to throw out all cal- 
culations, and not only break the 
schedule, but destroy work al- 
ready done. Yet one detail after 
another was taken care of in rec- 
ord time; broken schedules were 
adjusted at a moment’s notice; 
architects, builders, factories, 
railroads, foremen and laborers 
were kept keyed up to the best 








distanc® system of the United 
States Telephone Co. In 1902 
he removed to Evansville, Ind., 
where he remained for a year 
and a half completing plans for 
a telephone plant at that place. 


‘In'°1904 Mr. Ebersole went to 


Lincoln, was interested in con- 
struction matters there and, the 
following year, built the auto- 
matic exchange at Hastings, 
Neb. 

Portland, Me., was the next 
objective. There Mr. Ebersole 
found, in 1906,..a system (the 


Northeastern Telephone Co.), in 
bad financial condition and need- 
ing complete renovation physi- 
cally. In less than three years 
he brought it to a paying basis 
and straightened out the finan- 
ces. Omaha called him in 1909 
and, as shown, it was there that 
he accomplished his record- 
breaking construction work. The 
following year, when the propo- 
sition at Houston, Texas, began 
to take tangible shape, he trans- 
ferred his ability and his terrific 
energy to the south. E. H. Hun- 
tington, the Pacific Coast 
lionaire, awakened to the possi- 
bilities in that city and in Gal- 


mil- 








pace th-y had ever made. When 
rain came, tents were put up to 
keep it off, and the work kept on. 
And when the job was completed on time, not only was 
the world’s record for telephone construction broken, but 
a new mark was set which ranks among the big achieve- 
ments in American industrial history.” “Ebersole,” said 
the chronicler, “put in from sixteen to twenty-four hours 
a day, and one stretch of thirty-four hours. None on the 
job knew when he slept—but sleep he did, for he came 
through looking ready to do it again next month.” 

The occasion was the saving of the franchise of the 
Omaha Independent Telephone Co. in the packing house 
suburb. On April 11 the court authorized the receiver to 
begin the work of installing a plant. The franchise re- 
quired that it be in actual operation by May 23. It was 
going exactly thirty-four days from the time construction 
started, and comfortably ahead of the time limit. Eber- 


sole, as general manager of the Omaha Independent, had 
accomplished the impossible. 


And the work was all of an 


Mr. F. E. Ebersole. 
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veston, joined with others in 
amply financing the project of 
an automatic installation in each 
city, and the work was turned over to Mr. Ebersole. The 
plans comprise a modern exchange system in each city, 
with adequate toll lines connecting. Following his bent, 
Mr. Eberscle put his shoulder to the wheel and gave a 
mighty shove. The wheel is still turning and he pro- 
poses to keep a watchful eye on it to see that it continues 
to turn. But long before he could complete the work 
in Texas, Chicago put in a bid for his services and he 
agreed to take up the larger proposition. There he will 
certainly find a labor worthy of any man, and the under- 
taking has, in the opinion of expert judges, found the 
man worthy to undertake it. 

There has been some delay in the delivery of cable for 
the automatic plant of the Illinois’ Tunnel Co., which 
the Subway Telephone Construction Co. is installing, but 
it is expected that that hitch will be at once overcome 
without materially hindering .the construction work. 
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There are now upwards of 12,500 Independent telephones 
connected in Chicago and in operation. The compat 
has just issued its fourth directory, a book of over 100 
pages, and installations are going steadily on. The work 
of construction is being vigorously prosecuted in every 
section of the city, and may be expected to take on re- 
newed speed under Mr. Ebersole’s direction. 

Mr. Ebersole is responsible for the bringing to Chicago 
of Charles H. Hood, formerly secretary of the Nebraska 
Independent Telephone System, and of the Nebraska In- 
dependent association. Mr. Hood, as reported by this 

















Mr. Charles H. Hood. 


paper recently, has assumed charge of the contract de- 
partment of the Subway company and is expected to ac- 
complish great things there. 

All things considered, the Independent plant in Chi- 
cago is now in a fair way to develop even more rapidly 
than had been expected. As TELEPHONY has previously 
reported, the number of stations required by the com- 
pany’s franchise to be installed by May 1 (20,000), will 
be in operation long before that time, and the further 
development of the system will be carried rapidly on. 





Organization Forming in Rochester to Prevent Sale to 
Bell—Speculation as to Buffalo. 

Those who are opposed to the sale of the Rochester (N. 
Y.) group of Independent telephone companies to the New 
York (Bell) Telephone Co. are rapidly perfecting an or- 
ganization which will oppose the deal. It is stated, al- 
though no authoritative declaration of the plan has been 
made, that counsel will be retained and every legal effort 
made to preserve the integrity of the Independent plants. 

The Federal Telephone & Telegraph Co., of Buffalo, as 
the owner of a considerable block of the Rochester com- 
pany’s stock, is, of course, deeply interested in the proposed 
sale, but B. G. Hubbell, president of the Buffalo concern, 
has made no statement yet as to what steps, if any, will 
be taken to prevent the transaction. 

The Rochester press declares that the terms imposed by 
the Bell are impossible of fulfillment, and hints that the 
whole thing is a device to place the Independents who 
have agreed to the sale in an ambiguous=position before 
the public. The terms are embodied in a circular letter 
signed by George R. Fuller, Edward W. Peck and Charles 
H. Pole, “committee.” This letter was mailed to the 


holders of bonds and stock of the Rochester and Utica 
companies, and the holders of stock of the Rochester, 
Syracuse & Utica and the Onondaga (Syracus®) companies. 
The limitations are as follows: 
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All or any part of the stock of the Rochester Tele- 
phone Co., not less however, than $318,200, par value, 

at fifty dollars ($50.00) per share. 

All or any part of the first mortgage bonds of the 
Rochester Telephone Co., not less, however, than $88,- 
200, par value, at par and interest. 

All or any part of the general mortgage bonds of 
the Rochester Telephone Co., not less, however, than 
$1,038,600, par value, at ninety cents ($0.90) on the dol- 
lar, flat, with the coupons maturing April 1, 1911, which 
will be paid at that date, detached. 

All or any part of the capital stock of the Rochester, 
Syracuse & Utica Telephone Co., not less, however, 
than $613,200, par value, at seventy-five dollars ($75.00) 
per share. 

All or any part of the capital stock of the Utica 
Telephone Co., not less, however, than $181,300, par 
value, at fifty dollars ($50.00) per-share. 

All or any part of the first mortgage bonds of the 
Utica Home Telephone Co., not less, however, than 
$309,200, par value, at ninety-five cents ($0.95) on the 
dollar, flat, with the coupons maturing April 1, 1911, 
which will be paid at that date, detached. 

Two thousand four hundred twenty-six (2,426) shares 
of the capital stock of the Onondaga Independent Tele- 
phone Co. at forty-five dollars ($45.00) per share. 

The offer is indivisible, that is, at least the amount 
of stock and bonds of each of the companies. above 
specified must be included or the entire proposition 
fails. 

It is pointed out that there are outstanding 4,894 shares 
of stock of the Rochester Telephone Co. The Bell offer 
requires that 3,182 shares be deposited subject to its order. 
Failing that, it is understood that the deal falls through 
Those who profess to be familiar with conditions state that 
the Federal, of Buffalo, with the stock it owns outright 
and that which is held by friendly parties, could not alone 
prevent the sale, but could, with very little effort, secure 
enough in addition to actually control the Rochester com- 
pany. As stated, however, this is all conjecture, as none 
of those on the inside will talk. ' 





Interstate Makes New Record in Paying Taxes. 

Another evidence of the success which is attending the 
administration of the affairs of the Interstate Telephone & 
Telegraph Co., of Aurora, Ill., under the receivership, is 
found in the prompt payment of that company’s taxes. 
Checks for the 1910 taxes were recently sent to the county 
and town collectors in twenty-one counties. This is the 
first time in many years that the company has paid its 
taxes before they became delinquent. By this action the 
receivers saved penalties aggregating about $2,300. 


> 


Florida Convention Date Changed. 

Since announcing the date of the annual meeting of the 
Florida Telephone Association, members of the association 
concluded it best to postpone the meeting until the Legis- 
lature is in session, so that, while attending the meeting, 
they might also have an opportunity to be present at the 
deliberations of that body. The committee, therefore, de- 
cided to hold the meeting at Tallahassee, April 12 and 13. 





Vail Heads American District Telegraph. 

At a meeting of the board of directors of the American 
District Telegraph Company of New Jersey the following 
officers were elected: President, Theo. N. Vail; vice-presi- 
dents, Wm. H. Baker and Newcomb Carlton; secretary, I. 
V. Ferguson; treasurer, A. R. Brewer; assistant treasurer, 
Lewis, Dresvner; general manager, G. F. Patterson, and 
auditor, E. F. Gallagher. 








Western Pennsylvania Association to Meet. 

The Western Pennsylvania Independent Telephone Asso- 
ciation will hold a meeting at the Hotel Antler, Pittsburgh, 
on Thursday and Friday, April 13 and 14. A large attend- 
ance is expected. The program will be given out later. 











Advocates State Supervision of Telephone Business’ 


President of Newly Formed New Jersey State Telephone Association Declares that Intelligent Supervision Should 


Ascertain Plant Cost, Promotion Cost, Price to be Charged Consumer and Value 
and Stability of Securities Offered to the Public 


By William J. Lansley 


The time has arrived either for drastic legislation that 
will disturb values, tear down the work of years without 
regard for the needs of 
growing communities that 
tax even American enter- 
prise to supply, or else a 
sane understanding of mu- 
tual rights and _ require- 
ments, to the end that 
either state or federal 
legislation may _ restrain 
the power without re- 
stricting the energies of 
those public utility cor- 
porations which have be- 
come so nearly monopo- 
listic, and at the same time 
appear to be so necessary 
for the progress of civili- 
zation. 

Except railroads and tel- 

















egraph lines engaged in 
interstate commerce all 
other public utilities 


Mr, William J. Lansley. 
should come under state 


regulation for two reasons. First, because without the 
almost untrammeled use of state and municipal roads they 
could not exist; and, second, because they serve the locality 
as distinguished from the nation at large. 

The telephone should fall into the latter category, as 
probably 90 per cent of the telephone business is done 
within a radius of fifty (50) miles. 

The first crude attempt at regulation is generally: a 
limitation of the price to be charged to the consumer and 
as long as the consumer can reduce the selling price, he 
gives no heed to the cost of production. 

Intelligent supervision should ascertain: First, the cost 
of plant; second, the cost of production; third, the price to 
be charged the consumer, inferring, of course, the fix- 
ing of the margin of profit, including depreciation on plant; 
fourth, the value and stability of the securities issued upon 
the plant. 

That the state owes a duty to the stockholder of the cor- 
poration as well as to the purchaser of its product is a 
self evident truth. But this has been consistently ignored 
by the large majority of legislators who have posed as con- 
serving the interests of the consumer, the producer being 
supposed to be abundantly able to take care of himself. 

A moment’s reflection, however, will show the great 
advantage to the consumer, if the rights of the producer are 
conserved so that the public utility corporation becomes a 
highly efficient machine instead of groaning under the 
burden of overcapitalization, poor equipment and fear of 
blackmail from unscrupulous demagogues. 

Twenty-five years ago Professor Arthur T. Hadley, now 
president of Yale University, in speaking of steam rail- 
roads said: “It is now pretty well understood that fixed 
charges do not directly affect rates, nor do dividends affect 





*Paper read before convention of New Jersey State Tele- 
Phone Association. 
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them, except in so far as a road which is paying very high 
dividends may reduce rates lower than it otherwise would, 
in order not to tempt new capita! into the field.” 

The historic remark of Commodore Vanderbilt anent the 
public is still remembered and yet today we understand that 
both eminent authorities while reflecting the facts at that 
time were both wrong economically. 

The public is vitally and rightfully interested in the pub 
lic utility and we have come to the point where physical 
valuation 
rates. 


will claim a decided influence in determining 

Physical valuation presents no obstacles to expert engi 
ueers although the consideration of franchise values or 
perhaps the question of whether they should have any con- 
sideration whatever will obtrude. 

Some thought must also be given to the allowance to 
be made for that formative or speculative period of every 
enterprise during which capital is risked and little or no 
gain received therefor. This cannot be eliminated from our 
calculations, however, tempting the inclination to side-step 
this elusive element. Were we to do so, all incentive would 
be lost to either constructive or inventive genius, and we 
would drop to the unprogressive status of the Chinaman 

The cost of production under normal conditions is easily 
ascertained. It is when we come to the third, to the public 
the most vital, function of State supervision, that the horizon 
becomes clouded and storms appear. 

The public will welcome with avidity rulings of the com- 
mission reducing rates. Will it be equally placid when the 
shoe is on the other foot and rates are raised, as in some 
cases they undoubtedly should be? 

Will it approve of minimum rates and the cessation of 
bargain counter prices now in force in some portions of 
the state solely to eliminate competition? 

When given an opportunity to understand the situation 
from a cost standpoint, the public in my opinion will be 
far better satisfied as to the relation of price charged and 
value received than it is at present where the idea prevails 
that the charge is all that the traffic will bear. 

There may be a-wide divergence of opinion as to the 
amount of profit that the corporation is entitled to receive. 
but as the nature of the business is unstable to a consider- 
able extent, and subject to the physical losses due to 
sleet storms and accidents, together with the 
made necessary, not by ordinary depreciation, but by ap- 
paratus becoming obsolete while still capable of service, it 
would appear that 10 per cent on the cost of plant is not ex- 
cessive for telephone or electric light properties. 

As to improvement of service, wide vistas open before 
us. Extension of service in sparsely settled districts, class- 
ification of service so that it will come within the reach of 
those of most moderate means, compulsory connection by 
competing telephone companies—these are only a few of the 
many matters that may well receive the attention of a 
public utility commission, to say nothing of those subtle 
harbingers of evil, the free pass and special privilege, which 
have already been largely curbed in the case of steam rail- 
roads. 

As the value and stability of the securities of public 
utility corporations affect directly the amount of capital in- 


changes 
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vested, and more especially the rate of interest demanded 
thereon by the investor, and consequently more or less 
the price to be charged to the consumer, we find a most 
fruitful field for honest and efficient supervision. 

The elimination of wild cat speculation and of the irre- 
sponsible or visionary promoter is no more necessary than 
the curbing of the demagogue who desires to exploit the 
field of private enterprise by the use of public money or 
public credit. 

When the state limits profits and imposes duties and re- 
quirements which are additional burdens on the corporation, 
it is only fair that the state should make some return for 
its rulership. The governed certainly are entitled to some 
return from the government. 

Would not the corporation be amply repaid if it were 
assured against unnecessary competition and blackmailing 
damage suits? With the seal of approval of a virile, com- 
petent board of public utility commissioners given to the 
securities of a telephone company their value in the eyes 
of the public would be greatly enhanced. 

The time has come te give the public utility commission 
full power, undivided responsibility, the power of the state 
to enforce its mandates and, greater than all, the tremend- 
ous force of public opinion to uphold its work. 

That the problem is a serious one nobody will deny, but 
that it is incapable of solution or that its solution will 
result in harm to the body politic, or even inconvenience 
to either public or private interests, if intelligently handled, 
we cannot fer a moment admit. There is no crisis, how- 
ever unusua! it may be or strange in its appearance that 
holds any serious difficulty to the progress of the American 
commonwealth. 


How They do Things in North Carolina—A Joyous 
“Trouble Wagon.” 
Bernard W. Leavitt, president and general manager of 
the City (Independent) Telephone Co., Southern Pines, N. 








The Exchange at Southern Pines, N. C. 


C., sends TELEPHONY the two photographs which are here 
reproduced. The first shows the exchange and general 
offices of the company, which occupies the entire building. 
The second Mr. Leavitt characterizes as “our joyous ‘trouble 
wagon.’” 

One glance at the environments of the exchange is suf- 
ficient to cause many of our northern managers to wish 


that fortune had cast such a location for them, far from 
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the rigors of a northern winter. The “trouble wagon” ap- 
pears to have never known real trouble and its present 
occupants certainly give the lie to the name. 

The City Telephone Co. is one of the sturdy Independent 





In the Track of the “Trouble Wagon.” 


concerns which are regenerating the South. It is adding 
new laurels to its record every year. 





Nebraska Railway Commission Sends Down Rulings Affect- 
ing Several Telephone Companies. 

Authority has been granted by the state Railway Commis- 
sion to the American (Bell) Telephone & Telegraph Company 
of Nebraska to issue $200,000 in stock for the construction 
of a toll line through the state, with Denver as the destination. 

The Fremont Telephone Co., is empowered by the com- 
mission to sell $13,300 of bonds. Of this amount, $4,000 will 
be used to take up old indebtedness and the remainder for 
extensions of the plant. 

A permit to increase subscriber’s rates from $1.15 to $1.25 
has been given the Kearney County Telephone Co., operating 
systems at Norman and Hartwell. | 

The Platte Valley Telephone Co., having exchanges at 
Scotts Bluff, Minatare, Mitchell, Gering, Bridgeport and Mor- 
rill, has applied for authority to increase its farm line switch- 
ing rate from 25 to 35 cents per month. 


Newly Elected Associates of A. I. E. E. 

The following names of telephone men appear in the Febru- 
ary proceedings of the American Institute of Electrical En- 
gineers as newly elected associate members: L. H. Anderson, 
Superintendent Ecuador Long Distance Telephone Co., Guay- 
quil, S. A., Eugene Lutes, Engineer, New York Telephone Co., 
New York City; Harley Boone McElyea, Automatic Electric 
Co., Chicago; Charles Albert Robinson, Jr., American Tele- 
phone & Telegraph Co., New York City; Isadore Tanz, En- 
gineering assistant, New York Telephone Co., New York 
City. 








Georgia Commission Authorizes Rate Increase. 

The Georgia Railroad Commission has authorized the 
Dawson Telephone Co. to increase its rates. Business serv- 
ice is raised from $2.50 per month to $3.50, and residence 
service from $1.50 to $2. 
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Progress of the Telephone in the Operation of Railways 


This Department, With its First Appearance, Has Succeded in Doing What it Was Expected Would Require Months 


to Accomplish, That is, it Has Aroused the Spirit of Co-operation and Encouragement 
Which Alcne can Make it Successful—Write us Your Views Now 


Pioneering with the Telegraphone—The Forerunner of the 
Railway Telephone Dispatching Circuit. 


By A. T. Hollenbeck, Chicago & Great Western Railroad. 
It has always been a matter of satisfaction to me that I 


should, even in a small way, have contributed to the devel- 
opment of the telegraphone—the instrument which is gener- 
ally considered to be the forerunner of the adoption of the 
telephone for use in dispatching trains, and for general rail- 
road purposes. My work in its development consisted of 
providing facilities for making actual long distance tests, and 

















Mr. A. T. Hollenbeck, 


proving that a number of theories were wrong rather than 
that any great number were right. 

While the general offices of the Chicago & Great Western 
Railroad were located in St. Paul, Minn., it became necessary 
that we have increased facilities for communication with 
Oelwein, Iowa, 180 miles distant. Oclwein is a terminal of 
great importance because of its geographical location, our 
four principal branches radiating from that place, and the 
main shops and general store of the road were located there. 
More telegraph lines were out of the question, as it was 
necessary that the work be done at the least expense. We 
then adopted the Sandwich Howler Telegraphone, installing 
one wall instrument in the office of the superintendent of 
terminals at Oelwein, and one in my office in St. Paul. For 
a short time this instrument was used exclusively by the 
General Superintendent for conferring with the superinten- 
dents. It was but a short time, however, before the chief 
dispatcher found that it was quicker and much more satis- 
factory than the telegraph, and he made a great deal of use 
of it. Then gradually the heads of the various departments 
learned of it, and within a short time after its installation 
the telegraphone was used to such an extent that we had 
the men lined up in my office waiting their turns. 

With such a display of satisfaction with the working of 
the circuit, it was not difficult to secure the authority to 
purchase extensions, and to save time of the various men I 
had one placed in the offices of the car service department, 
purchasing department, auditor’s office, and the office of the 
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chief dispatcher, at the St. Paul end, these men having made 
the most use of the instrument in my office. At Oelwein | 
had extensions placed in the general store and in the office 
of the superintendent of motive power. We used No. 10 
copper wire for the circuit, and the service was strictly first 
class in every resepct. It was also rapid. Any one of the 
offices mentioned could get connection with another in a few 
seconds. 

This installation cost us $175, and gave us such service 
as we would have received had we built an independent tele- 
phone line at a cost of about $15,000. I kept records of what 
the instruments would have earned had service been charged 
for at the regular telephone rates, and found them to be earn- 
ing an average of about $75 per day. In addition to this 
feature of saving was the one of convenience. We were sure 
of getting connection with Oelwein even during the most 
severe storms when the telegraph lines would becomes so 
crossed and grourded that they were practically useless: and 
then there were other emergencies when the value of the 
service could not be computed in dollars and cents. 

By the time the Oecelwein-St. Paul circuit was working 
nicely our superintendent at Red Wing, Minn., began to take 
notice. He was located on a branch line with but one iron 
wire, and his means of communication were limited. By the 
expenditure of a little over $100 for apparatus, I had another 





Telegraphone Station Set. 


circuit equipped out of St. Paul, to a way freight division, 
a distance of 81 miles, and placed a telegraphone at that 
point. I also had one placed at Randolph, 33 miles from St. 
Paul, where the Mankato-Red Wing branch crosses the Great 
Western line, and connected the main line wire to the branch 
wire running to Red Wing. Having equipped this with suit- 
able condensers the arrangement gave Red Wing, St. Paul, 
Randolph and Hayfield an intercommunicating circuit which 
provided means for connection with the several offices with- 
out switching. By placing a simple switch at Randolph, Red 
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Wing was able to get direct connections with Oelwein, which 
was. often necessary. 

The maintenance of the complete installation cost about $8 
per year, for dry batteries and an occasional burned howler, 
and its value, aside from earnings computed at regular toll 
rates, was immense. All freight trains going into Oelwein 
were broken up there and made over again, and there was 
no computing the value of the instrument to the chief dis- 


mn 
: 


WICH & 
© owicy fe 


Wi Wt 
Lich 


i it 





Caboose Set. 


patcher and car service agent, to say nothing of all the other 
work handled upon it. The greatest amount of trouble caused 
us by the circuit was in explaining to our people why the 
service could not be extended to the most distant offices on 
our line. 

When our general offices were removed from St. Paul to 
Chicago, in 1909, for various reasons the telegraphone circuit 
could not be established between Chicago and Oelwein, and 
the loss of this means of communication was keenly felt by 
those who had become used to the convenience. 





Standard Wire Tests Proposed by Railroads. 
From the Standard Specifications for Bare and Rubber Cov- 
ered Wire Prepared by a Committee of the 
Railway Signal Association. 

Although the requirements of the Railway Signal Associa- 
tion covering bare and insulated wire are somewhat different 
from those of telephone companies, there is considerable mat- 
ter of interest to the telephone field in the recently prepared 
specifications representing the present opinion of the railway 
signal engineers as to the best standards of wire adapted to 
railway signal service. These tests, as embodied in standard 
specifications, represent the result of conferences held by 
members of the Railway Signal Association’s Committee on 
Wires and Cables, and the action of the National convention 
of, the Association at the annual meeting held in Richmond, 
Va., October 11, 12 and 13, 1910. The final adoption of these 
specifications will, we understand, depend upon the result of 
a letter ballot to be taken as soon as the revised specifications 
are sent out by the secretary in printed form to the members 
of the Association 

The committee on wires and cables presented a most care- 
fully studied report covering matters mentioned in the in- 
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structions received from the executive committee at the be- 
ginning of the year. The separate divisions of the work, 
and the sub-committees by which they were respectively per- 
formed, were as follows: 

“To bring up to date all literature and actions suggested 
or ordered at the last annual meeting. W. H. Elliott, E. L 
Adams. 

“To prepare 
Elliott. 

“To submit to the association the following specifications : 
Copper-clad line wire, copper-clad wire as it is substituted 
for hard-drawn copper, hard or soft-drawn No. 6 B. & S. 
copper bond wire, and copper-clad No. 6 B. & S. bond wire 
J. W. Young, W. L. Dryden, A. H. Rice and M. E. Smith. 

“Specifications for weather-proof wire, J. D. Phillips and 
James Heywood. 

“Specifications for galvanizing. 
Watson.” 

While it is not practicable to present the specifications in 
full in these columns, the following abstracts show some of 
the tests adopted for the wire and its insulation to establish 
minimum quality requirements. 


specifications for submarine cable. W. H. 


D. W. Richards and E. L 


FROM REVISED SPECIFICATIONS FOR RUBBER INSULATED SIGNAI 
WIRE, FOR CURRENT OF 660 VOLTS OR LESS. 

Test of Tinning:—Samples of wire shall be 
cleaned with alcohol] and immersed in hydrochloric acid of 
specific gravity of 1.088 for one minute. They shall then be 
rinsed in clear water and immersed in a solution of sodium 
sulphide of specific gravity 1.142 for thirty-two (32) seconds 
and again washed. This operation shall be repeated three (3) 
times and if the sample does not become clearly blackened 


thoroughly 

















Portable Set. 


after the fourth immersion, the tinning shall be regarded as 
satisfactory. 

The sodium sulphide solution, must contain an excess of 
sulphur, and should have sufficient strength to thoroughly 
blacken a piece of clean, untinned copper in five seconds. 

Rubber Insulation :—The rubber insulation shall be made 
exclusively from pure Upriver fine dry Para rubber, of best 
quality, wnich has not previously been used in a rubber com- 
pound, solid waxy hydrocarbons, suitable mineral matter and 
thoreughly vulcanized. Before being 


and 


sulphur properly 
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mixed with the other ingredients the rubber shall be thor- 
oughly washed and dried. 

The insulation must be homogeneous in character, tough, 
elastic, adhering strongly to and be placed concentrically 
around the wire. 

Physical Tests of Rubber Insulation:—A_ sample of the 
vulcanized rubber insulation not less than four (4) inches in 
length shall have marks placed upon it two (2) inches apart. 
The sample shall be stretched at the rate of three inches per 
minute until the marks are six inches apart and then at once 
released. One minute after such release the marks shall not 
be over two. and seven-sixteenths inches apart. The sample 
shall then be stretched until the marks are nine inches apart 
before breaking. 

The tensile strength of the rubber insulation as shown by 
tests made on a carefully prepared sample shall be not less 
than one thousand pounds per square inch. The sample, for 
five minutes before and as near as practicable during the test 
shall be maintained at a temperature of 70 degrees Fahren- 
heit. 

The specific gravity of the rubber insulation shall not be 
less than 1.75. 

Chemical Tests of Rubber Insulation:—The insulation shall 
show on analysis not less than thirty nor more than thirty- 
three per cent of pure Upriver fine dry Para rubber of best 
quality; not more than four per cent of waxy hydrocarbons 
consisting of refined paraffine or pure ozokerite; not more 
than 0.7 per cent of free sulphur; not more than 2.5 per cent 
total sulphur; freedom from all foreign matter; and the min- 
eral matter shall be such as will not have a deleterious effect 
on the insulation. 


FROM SPECIFICATIONS FOR DOUBIE-RRAIDED, WEATHERPROOF, GAL- 
VANIZED, “BB” IRON LINE WIRE. 
Conductor:—The wire must..be cylindrical in form, free 


from scales, flaws, inequalities, splits and all imperfections. 
Each coil must contain no weld, joint or splice. 

The galvanizing shall consist of a continuous coating of 
pure zinc of uniform thickness and so applied that it adheres 
firmly to the iron and presents a smooth surface. 

Properties :—The mechanical and electrical properties of the 
finished wire must be in accord with the following require- 


ments: Per Cent Resistance 

Breaking Elonga- Ohms per 

B. W. Diameter Strength, tion in Mile at 66 

Gauge in Mils. Pounds. 19 Inches. Degrees F. 
10 134 722 12 21.71 
12 109 476 12 32.94 


Test of Galvanizing :—A sufficient number of samples shall 
be taken from the wire submitted for inspection and shall be 
tested, these pieces being not less than eight inches long and 
not more than seven pieces of wire shall be immersed in the 
specified quantity of solution. 

The samples shall he cleaned before being tested, first with 
carbona, benzine or turpentine and cotton waste, and then 
thoroughly rinsed in clear water and wiped dry with clean 
cotton waste. The samples shall be cleaned and dried before 
being immersed in the solution. The samples, when placed 
in the solution, shall he well separated to permit the solution 
to act uniformly on all immersed portions of the samples. 

The samples shall be tested in a neutral solution of com- 
mercial copper sulphate having a specific gravity of 1.186 at a 
temperature of 65 degrees F. The solution shall be neutralized 
iy the addition of excess of chemically pure cupric oxide 
(Cu O) which will collect in the bottom of the containing 
vessel. The solution shall be filtered before being used. Not 
less than four ounces of fresh solution shall be used for each 
The solution must be maintained at a tem- 
The 


test of seven wires. 
perature between 62 and 68 degrees F. during the test. 
samples shall be immersed to a depth of four inches. 
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The samples shall be immersed in the solution for one min- 
ute, shall then be washed in clean water having a temperature 
of between 62 and 68 degrees F. and be wiped dry with clean 
cotten waste. The operation shall be performed four times. 

If there is a bright metallic copper deposit on the samples 
after the fourth immersion the wire, represented by the sam- 
ples, shall be rejected, but copper deposited on zine or within 
one inch of the end of the sample shall not be considered as 
cause for rejection. 

In case of a failure of one wire in the group of seven being 
tested together, or if there is reasonable doubt as to the cop- 
per deposit, two check tests shall be made of samples from 
the same coil, but unless the two check tests are satisfactory 
the wire shall be rejected. 

FROM SPECIFICATIONS FOR DOUBLE-BRAIDED, WEATHERPROOF, 
DRAWN COPPER CLAD, STEEL LINE WIRE. 

Conductor :—The wire shall be composed of a steel core 
with a copper coat permanently welded thereto. The wire 
must be cylindrical in form, free from scales, flaws, inequali- 
ties, splits, and all imperfections. Each coil must contain no 
weld, joint or splice. 

Properties :—The mechanical and electrical properties of the 
finished wire must be in accord with the following require- 


HARD 


ments: Conductivity 
Breaking Per Cent of 
B.&S. Diameter Strength, Pure Copper 
Gauge. in Mils. Pounds. at 60 Deg. F. 
10 102 760 35 
12 81 490 35 


The wire when broken by twisting, repeated bending or when 
heated to a dull red and quenched in water at 32 degrees F. 
shall show no separation of the copper from the steel. 

Should the breaking weight of the coil be less than that 
specified, tests of two additional samples shall be made from 
the same coil and the average of the three tests shall determine 
the acceptance or rejection of the coil. 

Should the conductivity of a sample of a coil be lower than 
that specified, pieces may be cut from each end until samples 
are obtained having the required conductivity. 





Louisville Court Hands Down Decision Regarding Tele- 
phone Companies and Gambling Joints. 

Judge Robert Bingham, in the Jefferson Circuit Court 
at Louisville, has exonerated the Louisville Home Tele- 
phone Company, the Cumberland Telephone & Telegraph 
Company and the Western Union Telegraph Company from 
complicity in the alleged offense of Edward Alvey and 
Larry Laffoon, said to be pool-room operators in Louis- 
ville. Alvey and Laffoon had been sued by John Nichol- 
son for $12,000, which he alleged was lost in gaming on 
horse-races through hand-books, and the attorneys of the 
alleged gamblers had filed petitions asking that the tele- 
phone and telegraph companies be named as co-defendants 
in the suit because of wire service furnished to Alvey and 
Laffoon. Nicholson’s attorneys also sought an injunction 
to prevent the companies from furnishing further wire 
service to either Alvey or Laffoon. 

Judge Bingham held that the telephone companies could 
not be enjoined from furnishing service to whomsoever 
applied therefor, as the only way that they could distin- 
guish between law-breakers and law-abiding citizens was 
by placing a special detective on each wire to listen to con- 


versations and discern whether the statutes were being 
violated. As this is manifestly impossible, Judge Bingham 


held that the telephone companies could not be enjoined, 
and further decided that the wire corporations could not 
be made co-defendants in the suit, since Nicholson could 
regain his money from Alvey and Laffoon only by proving 
beyond doubt that he had lost the sum named in gambling 
with the defendants. 








Telephony in Pure Pennsylvania Dutch. 
Sant Choseph, Mo., U. S. A., Washington’s Birthday, 1911. 
Meina Dear Leiber McMeal: 

Yust lasd veek in der insides of Telefoney I 
schmeiling countenance of ouer frent Overshiner und in his 
own hand wridings he shpeakes off der goot old days mit der 
goot old poys vot blayed auction peanuckle by Schmeidt’s 
bier garten undill der vee hours uff der night, und vhen iss 
vas no respectfully kindition mit ga heim und repordt mit 
his vife, und der eggscuse vot he put up mid der old laty der 
next day vas dat all der Humming microbe transmidders vere 
packed full und all der poys schaft overtime shaking dice, 
so der supscribers could shpeak mit ease und gladness. Has 
der times so feal yet changed? Ve old inderpendint poys 
had all der grieff in der staurdt, und der Pell Telefone Kom- 
pany vas der unly kompany vat had der vite hard back trans- 
midder vich dey klaim at dot time never oudt off order gets. 
Und dis Chim Kelsey writes all over der pages of Telefony 
aboudt vat Mr. Sunny uff der Chickago Telefone Kompany 
stadtes, all der vite hard shell klaims iss sent back by der 
Piepont J. Mortgage in Boshton to get fixed und kleaned up 
a liddle. Mr. Sunny stades dat der Vestern Electric Kom- 
pany vite transmidder vas vorse yet vat dis Independent Hum- 
mings Microbe transmidder used -tvelfe years before py der 


saw der 




















Herr Malthaner, as His Friends See Him. 


oppisition Kompanys. Ach Der Liefer Schustiffle! Delifer 
us from efil und keep us in choyfullnesses, vat vould been der 
fix uff all der indepentent kompanies if dey had to every lid- 
dle vile send pack der packed transmidder to Boshton and 
der check by der 
mit trufelness 


cash 
stadement 


J. Pierpoint Mortgage refuced to 
money. Dis pruves Mr. 
und mearly goes to show der are chust so many squirrels vare 
der are not so many, as der are vare der are chust so few. 
Und Chim Kelsey writes vot Mr. Sunny stades, der Vestern 
Electric receifers vus not so goot after making dem for 35 
years as a knofschnoddle, und must send dem back by der 
Such a vorryment vor Mr. Sunny must 


Sunny’s 


repairs repeadiately. 
spend der schleepless knights to tink oudt how to keep der 
Chickago Telefone Kompany from oudt auff der handts uff 
the receifer. 

Vos iss loose mit Overshiner? He speaches yet vhy Tele- 
fohny pays no more interest in der ritings und vants to here 
fhrom der poys vot used to do der old tings in der wrong 
vay. Is it anv questionation chust because vonce ve kleaned 
plue vitrohl cells yet ve must do der same ding all der times? 
Hafe I not meinself remofed der emptiness from der plue 
vitrol badderies many dimes? Ven Ger crawfeets vere all ouse 
schaspeeled und ven no craw feets we had in stock, reblaced 


der elements mit crawfishes? Even yet der electric eel hafe 
I tried, midoudt liddle successfullnesses. 


Some of the ‘“Old- Timers’ Relate Their Experiences 
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Und den der vus LeClenche badderies. Ach My! Many is 
der dimes, ven no salamonic I had vit me und der condends 
off der supscriper’s kitchen salt shake vus utilized. Und pe- 
liefe me or no, salt machenza chust so goot electricity iss 
der salamonic. Chust a vile pefore der var began too stardt, 
I vorked for der Pell Kompany in Minneapolis, und dose goot 
days pefore Mortgage J. Pierpoint vus der easy mark, der 
Pell Kompany vus very poor. Now, you peliefe dis not, vell 
anyvays haf der dimes we no salamonic had in der stock 


‘ room, und halft der dimes it vus on der rail road via ship- 


ment from Poston, Mass. I tink dey could not bay der ex- 
press. (Notice, Some of der brass collars uff ter telefone 
Kompany had shtock in der express Kompany und der graft 
vus everydings goes via express. ) 

Vell anyways derefore der supscripers furnished most off 
der electricity salt. I vashed soo feel salt down der drain 
pipes in my inspection vork. Ve all der uld poys vus called 
inspectors dhose days—dot iss prowiding you not expect too 
feel goldt paydays, fifty tollars per month und der brivlage 
uff schleeping in der pox cars vus der limits. Vell anyvays 
so feel salt down der sewers vent dot I vus der mon vot made 
der atlantic Ocean salty, likevise der Chickago drainage kanall. 
Und now der scintificers all over der country vonder vare all 
der salty mackeral kome from. Der Lauder Shana Leides uff 
der kompany dose vos der fellows vot vore der brass kollars 
are der only inhumanbeans dis day vot verstet der misteriously 
questionation uff der great seakret. 

I am a great peliefer in der new Edison cold storage bad- 
dery made eggspecially for der cold storage of confersation, 
no more der shloppy creaping dreck und saults uff der plue 
vitrol baddery. Gife me no more rememberances uff der good 
uld days of grief, too much haf I yet had. More hot stoff 
like Chim Kelsey writes apout der Pell Kompany’s vorryments 
gifes me much bleasure in readings. 

Moral, ver der isen’t any squirrels look yet fer nuts, versteh? 

Yours mit luff, 
FRITZ MALTHANER. 





Reminiscences from Another “Old Timer.” 
To the Editor: 

Mr. Overshiner requested to hear from some “old timers.” 
| believe 1 belong to that class, but still it does not need a 
freight train to carry all 1 know about the business yet. 
1 started in an office up in Wisconsin in 1897, and worked 
in that office six years. Yes, I know what it means to clean 
salmonic batteries—we had several types. Mr. Overshiner’s 
letter was very interesting—just the kind of “dope” I like 
to read in TELEPHONY, and if more of the old time “hikers” 
would write I believe it would suit the majority of readers 
better than so much technical “dope.” 

Talk about western spurs, I well remember my first at- 
tempt to climb a pole. I had been doing office work for 
some time and thought I had got wise on the inside and. 
wanted to learn the outside of the business, so I took a 
pair of old Western hooks and took to the country to clear 
a case of toll line trouble, about four or five miles out of 
town, 

I found a pole down and the line broke. The pole was. 
an old oak. Hard? Well 1 thought so when | tried to stick 
those old hooks in it. Of course I had to set the pole 
before I could climb it, it was in the woods and no one 
near to see me make my first attempt at pole climbing. I 
suppose there are many of you that have had like experi- 
ences, so will just say that I succeeded in splicing the line 
and put it on the pole and got back to town alive. But 
before I left that place I was manager, with a pretty fair 
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knowledge of the business, considering what was known 
of the businéss at that time. 

Talk about the managers getting the kicks, well I guess 
I’ve had my share but I would not give up the business 
if the kicks were twice as bad. 

Only recently I had a complaint from one of my sub- 
scribers, “no service for two weeks.” On investigating I 
found that the week before their telephone had been in 
trouble, but was repaired at once, and this time it was 
reported at 8 a. m. and fixed at 10:30 a. m.—not bad for 
rural service, the inconsistent kicker is found everywhere. 

When I first commenced to read J. C. Kelsey’s articles, 
it seemed like pigeon English, but the more I read of them 
the plainer they are. The last few papers hit my sentiment 
exactly. Why all this rot about physical connection? I 
can’t see where_it will benefit anyone except the Bell peo- 
ple. When I started in the business an Independent could 
no more get a connection with any Bell company than they 
could fall off the earth. But now the Independents are on 
top and the “Old Bell” is afraid they will be put down and 
out. So now is the time for Physical Connection to save 
their “bacon.” 

If a good, honest Independent man will explain just how 
it will benefit us Independents, I and others by the hundred 
will be pleased to learn. Just a common talk through 
TELEPHONY. It will reach us all, because I don’t think much 
of any Independent telephone man that does not take 
TELEPHONY. 

Just why people talk about taking the axe to the tele- 
phone I don’t know, but that expression is as old as the 
telephone itself, but only once have I heard of it actually 
being done. Ina neighboring exchange the threat was made 
and followed up. Within five minutes the telephone was 
completely wrecked and thrown in the street. The mana- 
ger told me the man came up to the office and paid the 
price of the telephone and had another one installed. 

Do any of you know what it is to fight snow, ice and 
sleet? Of course I suppose there are lots of you. Tell 
some of your experiences. Here is one of mine. When 
I was “trouble, shooting” in Wisconsin, we had a heavy 
ice storm. Another man and I started out on toll line trou- 


ble. We had three toll lines to the county seat, sixteen 
miles. All of the lines down. We found and fixed thirteen 
breaks. In some places the line was entirely covered up 


with snow and ice for two or three spans. We made the 
sixteen miles, getting there after dark, but only had one 
line working. 

Now in regard to physical connection, I do not wish to 
pose as a “wiseacre,” but I am looking for information. 
Perhaps my idea is entirely wrong, but as I understand the 
situation, it seems to me only a grafting scheme of the 
A. T. & T. Co. It certainly would be a fine plan to merge 
all the Independents and then capitalize the losses, as sug- 
gested by Mr. Vail. As the Bell’s losses are nearly, if not 
more than double the losses of the Independents, there 
would be many an Independent ready to sell his stock in 
the merger for perhaps 50 per cent or less. 

I did not intend to say anything about the Bell company 
when I started this letter, but it seems it had to crop out 
anyway. I can not forget the arrogant ways of the Wis- 
consin Bell, from 1897 to 1904. We had their toll line in 
a booth in our office. In order to make it easier for the 
operator to answer calls I cut it in on an answering jack. 
Of course we never pretended to put up a connection, but 
some of their hirelings found it out and reported to head- 
quarters at Milwaukee. I was ordered peremptorily to 
take it off our board or they would move the booth from 
our Office. 

I believe in toll line connections for small exchanges. 
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It is a benefit for both companies but I do not believe in 
a merger or any plan that will suppress competition. The 
old adage, “Competition is the life of trade,” is true to a 
certain extent, but the small towns will not stand two 
exchanges; in this case competition is the life of one and 
the death of the other. Whichever one the people will 
hold up is the one that will win qut in the end and there 
is no way to get the people with you better than good 
service and fair treatment. 

The Central Union (Bell) News Bureau makes the state- 
ment that “the Western Electric Company’s earnings were 
slightly in excess of January, 1910, which is a remarkable 
showing in the face of the General Electric report of a 
decrease of about 15 per cent, as compared with the pre- 
vious January.” I do not think this is remarkable. Accord- 
ing to Mr. Sunny’s sworn statement the Chicago Telephone 
Co. had to replace 30 per cent of their transmitters every 
year. If their apparatus is as bad as that no wonder it 
makes good business for them. If we little Independents 
had to replace 30 per cent of our transmitters yearly, we 
certainly could not pay any dividends but we haven’t got 
to capitalizing our losses, which seems to be quite an asset 
of the Bell. 

Let us hear from others——AN OLp Timer. 


> 





Postal Completes Copper Circuits Between Spokane and 
Seattle—Telegraph and Telephone. 

The Postal Telegraph-Cable Co., has recently completed its 
new line between Spokane and Seattle. This marks the ter- 
mination of a contract which gave the Postal the use of the 
Bell Telephone Company’s wires over this territory. Ever 
since the passing of the control of the Western Union Tele- 
graph to the A. T. & T. following which the Postal sold its 
Bell stock, existing contracts such as this, which brought the 
Bell in close connection with either the Bell or the Western 
Union, have been cancelled as rapidly as possible. 

Edward J. Nally, vice-president and general manager of 
the Postal company, who was in Spokane to inspect the work, 
stated that these were of heavy copper and that they would 
be used for telephonic as well as telegraphic purposes. Tele- 
phone stations, he said, would be established in the various 
cities through which the lines pass, but no schedule of rates 
has yet been worked out. 





Newark, Ohio, Independent Completing New Building. 


The Newark Telephone Co., of Newark, Ohio, has almost 
completed its splendid two story fireproof building ad- 
joining the Arcade, and has begun the installation of its 
new automatic telephone equipment. The company will 
have its toll station and cashier’s office in room No. 13, 
Arcade, which connects with the new building. One half 
of the ground floor of the new building will be used for the 
company’s offices, the other half will be rented. The equip- 
ment and the operating rooms occupy the entire second 
floor. The new building is complete and modern in every 
respect. 





Rat Causes Cable Trouble at Los Angeles. 


An energetic and inquisitive rat put a 150-pair cable out of 
business for the Los Angeles Home Telephone Co. recently. 
And, in selecting the point in the cable to prosecute his in- 
vestigations, he chose the most obscure and inaccessible. 
The cable enters the Los Angeles Gas & Electric Building 
under the eaves and runs for a distance close under the 
roof. Here the rat began operations. The next time it 
rained the trouble was on. To repair the cable in the loca- 
tion where the rat had worked, it was necessary to cut 
out a considerable length and replace it. 





Sparks from, the Trouble Desk 


It was a hot August afternoon and “parliment” was in 
session, i. e., the usual crowd of loungers were congregated 
in the shady rear of the grocery store. 

“Old Mag” was standing in the alley hitched to her de- 
livery wagon, sound asleep and oblivious to everything. 
Suddenly she was observed to rear wildly into the air, light 
in the same place and stand there snorting and looking 
foolish. ‘“Parliment” immediately forgot the weighty sub- 


ject under discussion and bent its energies to determine 
what could have ailed “Old Mag,” whose hide was well 


known to be proof against all kinds of flies, just as it was 
against the delivery boy's whip. Since the ailment was but 
momentary and promptly relapsed into slumber, “parliment” 
decided that Mag, being asleep, had merely experienced “a 
nightmare in the day time.” 

But just as this decision was reached Mag had another 
spasm, which was by no means for the moment. She simply 
stayed in the air, seeming 


a puddle, the edge of which reached the guy rod. Her hind 
feet were over the city water main. 

Moral:—Burning off grounds is dangerous when there 
are any horses about for the electricity to “draw.” 


The elderly stranger, by invitation of the superintendent, 
was addressing the Sunday school. “How many can tell 
me,” he asked, “which is the longest chapter in the Bible?” 

Many hands went up. 

“This little boy may answer,” he said, pointing his finger 
at an urchin in one of the seats near the front. “Which is 
the longest chapter in the Bible?” 

“Psalm double one nine!” shouted Tommy Tucker. 


Cecil was accustomed to hearing his mother telephone 
for nearly everything she needed. One day as he entered 
the pantry, a little mouse scampered across the floor. Very 

much frightened, he jump- 





scarcely to touch the 


ed up and down, scream- 





ground between plunges. ing: “Oh, mother, ’phone 
Her progress naturally be IF. for the cat! Please ’phone 
ing forward, Mag had — for the cat!” 
soon plunged across the By Rudyard Kipling. Live aa 
alley and brought her lf you can keep your head when all about you She is a charming old 


head in contact with a 
guy strand, which was se- 
cured to a 34 x 9 inch 
galvanized guy rod buried 
at this point. When 
Mag’s head touched this 
grounded guy wire there 
wis a vicious blue’ flash 
which burned a patch on 
her skull the size of one’s 
hand, and piled Mag in 
a heap as dead as Adam. 
Fortunately no member of 
“parliment” was killed in 
trying to rescue the car- 
and, finding Mag 
was dead, they set about 
the task of finding out 
what had killed her. 

It was generally agreed 
that Mag had crossed the 
alley and plunged into the 
deadly wire, because elec- 


cess, 


Are losing theirs and blaming it on you; 
If you can trust yourself when all men doubt you, 
But make allowance for their doubting, too; 
If you can wait and not be tired by waiting, 
Or being lied about don’t deal in lies, 
‘Or being hated don’t give way to hating, 
And yet don’t look too good, nor talk too wise; 


If you can dream and not make dreams your master; 
It you can think—and not make thoughts your aim; 
If you can meet with Triumph and Disaster 
And treat those two imposters just the same; 
If you can bear to hear the truth you've spoken 
Twisted by knaves to make a trap for fools, 
Or watch the things you gave your life to, broken, 
And stoop and build ’em up with worn-out tools, 


If you can make one heap of all your winnings 
And risk it on one turn of pitch-and-toss, 

And lose, and start again at your beginnings 
And never breathe a word about your loss; 

If you can force your heart and nerve and sinew 


lady, but somehow, she 
has never been quite able 
to reconcile herself to the 
telephone. The other day 
she was called up by Mrs 
B—, a friend of many 
years, and the two had a 
long chat. 

“There,” said the first 
old lady, just after she 
left the telephone, “there, 
I meant to give Mrs. B- 
that handerchief she left 
here yesterday.” 

“What made you snub 
that woman? I thought 
you were her friend.” 

“So 1 was, until she was 


put on the same. party 
telephone line with us, 
and then friendship 


ceased.” 





tricity “draws a horse To serve your turn long after they are gone, a 

most powerfully,” in sup- And so hold on when there is nothing in you F The delivery boy scanned 
port of which theory it Except the Will which says to them: “Hold on! the label on the parcel and 
was gravely stated that . ; said: “This here is C 
cattle will never be killed If you can talk with crowds and keep your virtue, . B.” 

by lightning when there Or walk with Kings—nor lose the common touch, “Thin it ain’t for us, me 
are horses in the same If neither foes nor loving friends can hurt you; lad,” said the new cook. 
pasture. But just why If all men count with you, but none too much: recently from ~~ abroad, 
Mag, standing on ground, If you can fill the unforgiving minute “for | heard the missis 
clear of all wires, should With sixty seconds’ worth of distance run, meseli telyphone for 


be killed by a thoroughly 
grounded guy wire, which 
circumstance constitutes 
the real mystery of the 





Yours is the Earth and everything that’s in it, 
And—which is more—you'll be a Man, my son! 


whitefish.” 
“Lots of people use tele 
phones now-a-days.” 


—American Magazine. 








incident, they did not at- 
tempt to solve. 

The dead horse was voluntarily settled for by the Electric 
Light & Power Co., which admitted that the stray current 
must have come from its lines. To a salesman of electric 
light machinery the manager gave the real explanation, 
which dispels all mystery. 

The power company had a ground on its primary circuit, 
which the linemen had been unable to locate, and the man- 
ager was forced to attempt burning it off. The opposite 
side of the primary was accordingly grounded through a 
20 ampere fuse, which blew instantly (causing Mag’s pre- 
liminary performance). The fuse was thereupon doubled, 
and when the switch was closed a few moments later it 
held. After being left on a few seconds the switch was 
opened and the primary found still grounded. Twenty 
minutes later the news of the dead horse located the ground 
on the primary (at a cost of $60). 

The guy rod was buried in sandy soil. Its resistance to 
earth was perhaps 30 ohms. As it is known to have been 
carrying over 20 amperes, its potential to real earth was 
no doubt in excess of 600 volts. Mag’s front feet were in 


“Ves, and lots of people 
also misuse’ telephone 
phones now-a-days.” And then a dead, dead silence fell 


Dick---I know a girl who accepts things from men she 
doesn't know. 

Clara-—I don’t believe it. How could she? 

Dick—Why, she has to, you know; she’s a telephone girl 

Here is an advertisement worth reading: To all whom 
it may concern.—To the officers and patrons of the Chenan- 
go Valley Telephone Co., I take this way of handing in my 
resignation as operator at Whitney’s Point, which | have 
cared for and did my best to help build up for the past 
seven years, however, I now feel I owe it to my mother 
and my MILLINERY , 

Friends and lastly to myself, to give it up. Of course, as 
you all know, I have been with you in your joys and your 
sorrows, and you one and all seem very near me and always 
will. Ever yours with peace on earth, good will to all. 
To take effect Oct. 1st, or as much sooner as arrangements 
can be made. Mrs. K. A. Biddlecom. 
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Dissimilar Circuits Will Not Make a Good Phantom. 

May | ask your opinion as to the correct way to 
transpose the following, so they could be used to make 
a phantom circuit? 

One No. 10 iron metallic circuit, taking 1 and 2 on 
a siX-pin arm. 
One No. 10 copper metallic circuit, taking 3 and 4 on 
six-pin arm. 
Soth circuits parallel each other on the same arm 
for 75 miles, but the copper circuit is 100 miles longer 
than the iron. 

These circuits follow the railroad telegraph lines at 
a distance of 200 ft. all the way. 


© 


< 


We are afraid you will have a great deal of trouble if 
you try to phantom your copper and iron wires alongside 
the railroad telegraph lines. If you had two copper cir- 
cuits, or two iron circuits you could get through all right, 
but a phantom requires all four wires to be alike, for suc 
cessful working, particularly when near any other lines. 





A Simple Systematic Ringing Code. 

Having been a close reader of the telephone magazines 
for the past thirteen years, I have followed through several 
discussions of the party line ringing code. Now that the 
question has come up again, I would like to submit the fol- 
lowing as being the simplest and the most systematic of 
them all. 

The last two digits of the number indicate the call, based 
on the following: 

; 8 —.-. 
and 8, run sys- 
tematically, one, two, three shorts, and then one, two, three 
longs. 


l-2-*,3----4—,5 ——, 6 — —' — 


’ ’ 


~ 


It will noted that the above, except 7 


Illustration being much clearer than description for ex- 
plaining the system, we will say that on farm line number 
23, Mr. Jones’s call is two long and two short rings. Then 
his telephone number will consist of four figures, the first 
two being his drop number, 23, and the next two indicating 
his ring, this case 
for the as shown in the 
His telephone number is therefore 2352. 
Smith’s call on the line is two short and three long. His 
number is 2326. Green short and 
That’s 2387. Thompson answers one long and 
short, 2308, and Henderson 2303, meaning three short. 

Getting at it the other way; a subscriber asks a new oper- 
ator for 6173. She knows that the local numbers do not 
run that high, so the call must be for toll line No. 61. 
Plugging in, she rings the 7 call followed by the 3. The 
list of eight calls given above is so short it can readily be 
posted on the board until learned. 

In an exchange the local not run 
over three figures the rural drops should start number- 
ing with 10 or 11 and run up to 99, making the four figure 
rural numbers readily distinguishable from the local num- 
bers. For larger exchanges, prefixes like Rural, Suburban, 
or Toll are used. But in any case the same number of 
figures should be used in all rural telephone numbers in 
the same exchange. 

This system, although not entirely original, consists of 


would be a 5 for’ the 
shorts, 


which in 
two longs and a 2 two 
foregoing list. 
long, two 


has one 


one long. 


where numbers do 


the best features of the good systems that I have seen - 


described, and has all of the advantages found in any of 
them. 

The reader may have noticed that some of the calls 
may be expressed in more than one way; for instance, 
Henderson’s call given as 2303 might be 2321 or 2312, 
they each indicating three short rings on 23. This is an 
advantage of this system, for Henderson may order his 
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Three short 
rings being very convenient, Mr. Miller gets that for his 
call, but instead of giving him Henderson’s old number 
The operator is posted that 2303 is dis- 
connected, so that she can tell any one so when 2303 is 
She does not need to inquire, “Do you want Mr. 
Miller or Mr. Henderson?” 


telephone out and Miller have one put in. 


we give him 2321. 
called. 


There are nearly fifty different calls that can be 
made up of two figure combinations of the eight num- 
bers given. We seldom have than ten on a line; 
but in one case we have a grounded phantom (No. 18) 
of twelve tapped on a metallic circuit (No. 
19) of ten telephones. It was desirable to have all rings 
different on these two lines, as it is ninety miles long, re- 
quiring some time to clear trouble when the phantom 
gets to cross-ringing with the physical circuit on account 
the numbers that we use 


more 


telephones 


of an unbalance. Following are 


on these lines: 


1851 — — - 1803 - - - 
1847 — — 1943 —--- 
a ea 1922 ---- 
er. 1908 - 
"1833 ------ a aS, < a 
1852 — — - - on oe 
yavé « =~ 1906 — — 
1655. — — — 1934 ---— 
1888 — - —- 1924 --— 
a 1985 —--—-—--— 
 — Ge - - 


S‘lver City, New Mexico. Roy H. Johnson. 





Long Ring for Calling “Central.” 

In your February 11 issue, Mr. W. S. Clay gives a new 
ringing code which is very good, but we would like to ask 
him what signal he uses for subscribers of his rural lines 
to call “Central.” 

It is the custom in this section on all incoming calls 
for “Central” to use one long ring. Now he has No. 5 
for one long, and of course “Central” and No. 5 cannot 
both have the long ring, because if, say, No. 12 wanted to 
call “Central” he would also be ringing up No. 5. 

In our switchboard we have about 20 rural and trunk 
lines, and when possible we try to have all of them use 
the one long for calling “Central,” the same as all local 
private lines. , 

We think this makes it less confusing for ‘Central’ to 
always recognize her call, whether by sight of the falling 
drop or by the ear. 

Glenville, W. Va. Robert L. Ruddell. 

We use five short rings on all our rural lines to call 
“Central” and you will notice that that signal is omitted 
in the code. No more current is used in ringing five short 
than in one long ring and that leaves us free to use the 
long ring in any other combination we choose. 

Hutchinson, Minn. W. S. Clay. 





Emile Berliner Discusses Social Value of Telephone. 

The inventor of the Berliner transmitter recently spoke, in 
answer to the question “What is the greatest social value of 
the telephone?” as follows: 

“The greatest value of the telephone is that it sets the 
brain free.” 

This is a phrase which any business man can interpret— 
and the tremendous value of the statement will not be over- 
looked by any telephone man. 











Queries on Theory and Practice 


Home Made Slide Wire Testing Outfit. 


I enclose a diagram of a slide wire ohmmeter that 
I wish to make, and wish to know the following: What 
kind of wire should be used for the slide wires and coils, 
and what size for each? I wish the resistance coils to 
run in multiples of ten. What should be the resistance 
of each? 

Where can this wire be purchased, and what kind of 
insulation should the wire for the coils have? 

I understand that the resistance coils must not have 
metal cores, and must be very accurately measured, or 
else the readings of the meter will not be correct. I 
also understand getting up the slide wire scale. 

Any other information that you can give me about 
making up this bridge will be greatly appreciated. 

In the diagram D is a heavy brass bar of practically no 
resistance; A and B are slide wires over scale; a, b, c, 
three resistance coils; 1, 2, 3, binding posts between 
arms of bridge; unknown resistance to be measured 
between 1 and 2. 


You can get good service if you make your coils a, B, 
and c, 10, 100, and 1,000 ohms respectively. The 10 ohm 
coil will give a range of measurement from one ohm to 
about 100 ohms, and the other coils proportionate range. 
Thus the 1,000 ohm standard coil will allow you to get 
fair values up to 10,000 ohms. 

Use either manganin wire, sold by most electrical sup- 
ply houses, or “Advance” wire, made by the Driver Harris 


Wire Co., of Chicago. Single or double silk insulation is 
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Construction of Slide Wire Bridge for Telephone Testing. 


commonly used. Use No. 32 for all three coils, as the 
amount will be too small to pay to buy separate sizes for 
the coils. However, No. 36 for the 1,000 ohm coil, and 
No. 28 for the 10 ohm coil, are considered better. 

In making up a standard resistance coil, calculate the 
total length of wire required. The wire manufacturers or 
dealers will gladly furnish you tables of resistances for this 
purpose. Then double the wire and wind it onto a wooden 
spool. It should have heavy copper leads for attachment 
to binding posts or terminals. Solder every joint thor- 
oughly. The coil must be brought to its exact resistance 
by careful adjustment of the length of wire, testing it by 
a known standard till correct. Borrow a Wheatstone bridge 
for this purpose. If none is available, make up a coil of 
any convenient length of wire and send it away to some 
one who has a bridge. You can usually get it measured 
free of charge. Then use this coil in your slide wire bridge 
as a standard for adjusting the regular coils, a, b, and c. 





Connection of Potential Rheostat—A Generator Problem. 


In regard to the potential rheostat shown in Fig. 
4 (page 552, Vol. 59, No. 19, Nov. 5, 1910), does the 
upper left hand binding post connect to the other end 
of wiring in the resistance wiring? The illustration 
does not show where this should be connected. Can 
I use the batteries on a pole changer for source of 
current? We have 220 volt electric lighting here. Will 
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this work on a 10 volt voltmeter? I have 5-bar genera- 
tor laminated armature which turns as if it were short 
circuited even with the winding disconnected from the 


armature. The insulated end of shaft is all right. This 
seems like a partial “short” in the winding on the 
armature. 


The wire which should connect the upper left hand bind- 
ing post to the free end of the rheostat was by mistake 
omitted from the drawing. This is necessary to make it 
work in the manner described. 

It is not best to use the battery on the pole changer as the 
source of current for voltmeter tests, for the voltage fluc- 
tuates violently every time the operator rings. If you can 
test at a time when the board is not busy, so that the 
pole changer can be cut out of use, then its battery can 
be used. But this renders the rheostat unnecessary, for 
you can obtain the desired voltage by the simple act of tap- 
ping as many cells as necessary. The rheostat device is 
needed only when you have to use lighting current, such 
as 110 volt or 220 volt D. C. Your 220 volt lighting cir- 
cuit will serve as a supply, if it is direct current. But 
your rheostat will need twice the resistance which it would 
have for 110 volts. Remember to have the current in the 
rheostat large enough not to be affected by the current 
taken by the voltmeter. Also if your lighting circuit volt- 
age fluctuates too much, you will not get accurate re- 
sults from your tests. 

Your hand generator which acts short-circuited can »be 
tested out by comparing its resistance with other genera- 
tors known to be in perfect condition. Sometimes this 
hard turning is due to dry bearings. Make sure that this 
is not the case now. As a last resort you may have to 
unwind the armature wire, or have the manufacturer do it- 
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Has Anyone a Good Remedy for This? 


We are troubled quite a lot by some “smart Aleck,” 
who holds his receiver to the transmitter and puts a 
howl on the line when parties are using it. This is 
a country party line, owned by the parties and kept 
in repair by them, to the town corporation limits. 
Could a gas engine spark coil be wired to a plug and 
used ,on this line when these people were amusing 
themselves without too much damage to instrument? 
I think it would be appreciated by the rest of the peo- 
ple on these lines if something could be used that 
would bring a stop to this practice. 

Bert Jordan, lineman, Springville Tel. Co., Spring- 
ville, Iowa. 








Telephone Men Prominent at Pan-American. 

American telephones are undoubtedly going to play a big 
part in the development of better and closer relations between 
the American republics. As is well known the Pan-American 
Union is maintained by the twenty-one republics, including the 
United States, for the development of Pan-American com- 
merce, friendship and peace. Officers are John Barrett, director 
general; F. J. Yanes, assistant director, Washington, D. C. 

One of the recent gatherings in Washington in furtherance 
of the objects above mentioned was a business conference of 
American manufacturers interested in Latin-American trade. 
Among them were Mr. H. C. Slemin, of the Stromberg-Carl- 
son Telephone Manufacturing Co., and Mr. J. C. Murray, of 
the Kellogg Switchboard & Supply Co. Diplomats, foreign en- 
voys, etc., in great numbers were present at all sessions. A 
big feature was an address by Hon. Elihu Root. 





There are houses known by courteous telephoning, says Elbert 
Hubbard in the Philistine. Telephone courtesy is a big thing, as 
courtesy always is. Loss of temper gains nothing. 

















From the Patent Office 


By Max W. Zabel 


CENTRAL ENERGY TELEPHONE SYSTEM. 

F. W. Dunbar, Chicago, IIl., patent No. 984,547, Feb. 21, 1911, 
assigned to Kellogg Switchboard & Supply Co., 
Chicago, III. 

In a central energy system the cut-off relay b is energized 
by means of a circuit which is composed in part of one of the 
talking strands and in part by a return conductor which here 
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is shown as the ground. The system is an improvement over 
patent 686,272, dated Nov. 12, 1901. The supervisory lamp m‘ 
is controlled by two relays /’ and h’. Relay h* closes the lamp 
circuit when the plug is inserted, this relay being under the 
control of the plug and jack connection. Relay h’ is under the 
control of the subscriber’s hook switch and breaks the super- 
visory lamp circuit upon proper actuation of the hook-switch 
fe. The circuit through the cut-off relay b extends from the 
ground through the relay b, sleeve contact of the jack d., con- 
ductor s, relay /., battery r to the ground. 

AUTOMATIC ADJUSTABLE HOLDER FOR TELE- 

PHONE RECEIVERS. 
S. O. Lancaster, London, Ontario, Canada, patent No. 984,679, 
Feb. 21, 1911. 

A receiver holder set forth herein is of the ordinary style 
of the adjustaphone. The receiver is mounted on the free end 
of the adjustaphone and an arm is fastened to an intermediate 
portion of one of the links, and the switchhook, so that the 
movement of the adjustaphone in and out to bring the receiver 
into proper position operates the switchhook. 





LOCKING DEVICE FOR TELEPHONES. 
A. Soles, New York, N. Y., patent 986,952, 
24, 1911. 

A locking device for a telephone switch hook contem- 
plates a brace adapted for engagement with the switch 
hook. This brace has apertured members extending on 
opposite sides of the switch hook and a padlock for hold- 
ing the brace against movement of the switch hook lever. 
The object of the device is to prevent unauthorized per- 

sons from making use of the telephone. 


Wm. March 


SECRET SERVICE TELEPHONE CIRCUITS AND 
SWITCHING MECHANISM. 

A. K. Andriano, San Francisco, Cal., patent 986,889, March 
14, 1911, assigned to Direct-Line General Tele- 
phone Co., San Francisco, Cal. 

In an intercommunicating telephone system: to provide 
secret service individual lines are provided for connecting 
the several stations and a common return. A selecting 
Switch is provided at each station. Means are also includ- 


ed for completing a calling circuit through the line select- 
ing switch and the station to be called. The system also 
contemplates means for connecting the telephone instru- 
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ments of the calling station with the common return line 
when the system is to be used. There are also means ac- 
tuated by the current of the calling circuits for connecting 
the telephone instruments of the calling station with the 
line with which the selecting switch has made centact. 


TELEPHONE BODY SUPPORT. 

V. Tardieu, Arles, France, patent 986,606, March 14, 1911. 

A new breast plate transmitter is made of aluminum and 
has the transmitter directly mounted upon the breast plate. 
A flexible tube which is universally adjustable is supported 
by the transmitter and ends in a mouthpiece. A _ spring 
clamp is provided for holding the mouthpiece. Various 
ether structural features as set forth are claimed to provide 
a light and efficient device. 

TELEPHONE SYSTEM. 

I. C. Unger, St. Louis. Mo., patent 983,098, Jan. 31, 1911. 

The telephone system disclosed in this patent is designed to 
provide means for automatically operating both the line drop 
and the clearing out drop of magneto exchanges without the 
use of a hand generator at the substation telephone. The means 
employed consist of contact devices at the switchhook, whereby 
the sleeve side of the line is temporarly grounded both when 
the receiver is removed from the hook and then it is restored 
thereto. The line drops and the clearing out drops at the ex- 
change are connected petmanently to a continuously operating 
alternator which is ground d through a condenser, the other 
terminal of these coils bei ~ associated with the sleeve side 
of the line. The temporary<grounding thus permits the cur- 
rent from the generator at the central station to flow through 
the line drop or clearing out drop to convey the necessary 
signal. A repeating coj* is included in the cord circuit so 
that the clearing out dro is not actuated when the called sub 
scriber answers. 
APPARATUS 

SYSTEMS. 
A. Barrett and Wm. Condon, Kansas City, Mo., patent 

984,738, Feb. 21, 1911. 

This system is claimed to reduce the inductive disturbances 

To this end a path for 


ANTI-INDUCTION FOR TELEPHONE 


No. 


of high potential currents on the line. 
such currents from the line wire 1 is provided through the 
transmitter 7, which is in a bridge around the receiver 5. It 
is claimed that the transmitters 7 being of relatively low re- 
sistance, the disturbing currents, which are high tension cur- 








. 


rents of small quantity, will pass through the main conductor 
1 to ground via the transmitters 7 instead of by way of the 
condensers 4. It is further stated that the direct battery cur- 
rents being of large quantity will operate to charge the con- 
densers 4 so as to powerfully operate the receivers 5. 





Denies Rumor of Pending Consolidation. 

I. P. Sherrill, of the Dutchess County (Independent) 
Telephone Co., of Poughkeepsie, N. Y., has taken occa- 
sion to deny explicitly that there is any truth in the rumor 
that his company is preparing to merge with the New York 
Bell. 














Dunning Over a Telephone. 

Is there any law prohibiting telephone companies 
from “dunning” their subscribers over the telephone 
line? Some of our subscribers who do not like to be 
reminded of their back rental, claim we have no right, 
and can be handled for it. Please advise your opinion 
on it. 

We know of no law prohibiting a telephone company 
from dunning its subscribers over’the telephone. This is 
just as legitimate a conversation as any other. 


Use of Profane Language Over Telephone. 

I desire to ask you a question which please answer in 
your next number. We have a subscriber who insists 
on calling the operator a liar when she advises him a 
line is busy. He uses profane and insulting language so 
much that we have seen cause to remove his telephone 
and have advised him that he cannot longer get service 
at a rented telephone but will have to go to our nearest 
toll station, which is twenty-five yards from his resi- 
dence. This man is a doctor and has threatened to sue 
us to compel the installation of a teléphone. We are 
willing to do so if he agrees to do right and obey our 
rules. He will not promise anything. Are we right? 
Please quote us some decisions. 

A telephone company has a right to disconnect a sub- 
scriber who uses profane language over the line, if that is 
contrary to the rules and regulations of the company. A 
telephone company may adopt such reasonable regulations 
as it sees fit for the conduct of its business, and when 
reasonably applied such rules are upheld by the court. Telg. 
Co., vs. Griswold, 37 Ohio St., 301; 41 A. R., 500; Rushville 
Co. Operative Tel. Co. vs. Irvin (Ind.), 59 N. E., 327; 
People vs. Hudson River Tel. Co., 19 Abb. N. C., 406; 
Central Union Tel. Co. vs. Swoveland (Ind.), 42 N. E., 1035; 
Birney vs. N. Y., etc., Tel. Co., 18 Md., 341; 81 A. D., 607. 

Obiter dictum we would advise you when that cuss calls 
your operator a liar again, to go out and hit him right 
on the point of the chin as hard as you can. In most 
states, if a man swears at a lady he can be fined but in 
your state of Kentucky the proper treatment is to lick him. 








Member’s Debt Primarily That of Mutual Company. 

Byron S. Osborn was a stockholder and subscriber of the 
Reading Telephone Co. His brother, Wellington D. Osborn, 
was a member of a voluntary unincorporated association 
called the Central Cambria Telephone Co. The Reading Tel- 
ephone Co. had a contract with the Reading Central Tel- 
ephone Co. to do its switching under a contract providing 
for service with any other subscriber or lines connected with 
its switchboard. The Cambria Telephone Co. had a similar 
arrangement with the Reading Central Co. under a con- 
tract providing for the use of its exchange upon the pay- 
ment of a specified switchboard charge for each telephone. 
The contract provided that all transfer charges and mes- 
senger fees on account of any member of the Cambria com- 
pany should be paid by the Cambria company and should 
be a charge upon the individual member in whose interest 
they occurred. Byron S. Osborn was refused connection 
by the Reading Central Telephone Co. with his brother, 
Wellington D. Osborn, on the ground that Wellington was 
in default for tolls. Byron then brought suit against the 
Reading Central Telephone Co. to recover a penalty pro- 
vided for by a statute of the state of Michigan for dis- 
crimination. The supreme court of the state held that 
under the contract with the Cambria company the debt 
of its members was primarily the debt of the association 
and the Reading Central Telephone Co., could not invoke 


Legal Cases and Decisions 


By A. H. McMillan 
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its general rules charging toll line service to the subscriber. 
Therefore, a judgment for the Reading Central Telephone 
Co. was reversed. Osborn vs. Reading Cen. Tel. Co., 17 
D. L.'N., 989. 





Damages for Decrease in Business. 

The board of’ water supply of the city of New York 
petitioned to acquire real estate under the eminent domain 
laws of the state for the purpose of extending its water 
supply. The land it was acquiring was known as the 
“Ashokan Reservoir Territory,” which was traversed by 
the main lines of two telephone companies which had also 
erected branch lines to furnish telephone service to resi- 
dents within the reservoir area. The plan involved the 
obliteration of the hamlets, settlements and the railroad 
highways and telephone lines within the boundaries of the 
proposed reservoir, which was to be surrounded by a new 
highway. The main lines of the telephone companies were 
to be transferred to this new highway, title to which was 
to be held by the city. The telephone company interposed 
claims for damages from the destruction of its present lines 
and their removal to the new highway and also for the 
decreasé in value of its established business of supplying 
telephone service within the residence district. The com- 
missioners to whom the claims were referred allowed $9,250 
for the reconstruction -of the main line of one of the com- 
panies, $10,500 for the decrease in value of its established 
business, and $5,177.21 as the value of the branch lines and 
equipment used to supply service within the territory. The 
supreme court held the last item erroneous on the ground 
that the commission awarded the full amount of the pros- 
pective decrease in business under the item of $10,500 and 
that this item included the value of branch lines and equip- 
ment. Inre Bensel, 125 N. Y. S., 872. 





Straightening Leaning Poles. 

A telephone company sent a lineman to straighten a lean 
ing pole without giving him any iniormation as to the 
unusual danger incident thereto,except instructing him to 
inspect poles and to use a guy rope when he thought it 
necessary. The pole had been pulled up and the company 
knew or ought to have known it, and also knew that there 
were no surface indications to show that the pole was less 
than the usual depth in the ground, and that the lineman 
would be. as likely to attribute the leaning of the pole to 
the fact that the brace had sunk into the sand as to the 
fact that the wires had pulled the pole out of the ground. 

The lineman climbed the pole, which fell and killed him. 
Suit was brought against the telephone company for his 
death. The court held that the telephone company must 
do what an ordinary man would do to ascertain whether 
the leaning pole was originally set at the usual depth, or 
whether since then the wires had pulled it up, and if it found 
that it was not set at the usual depth or if it had been pulled 
out of the ground, it must notify the lineman of that fact. 
Willis vs. Plymouth & C. Tel. Ex. Co. (N. H.) 75 At., 877. 
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Coroner’s Jury Recommends Telephones in Coal Mines. 

The coroner’s jury empanelled to inquire into the death of 
the thirty-one miners who lost their lives in the explosion in 
the coal mine of the Western Canada Colleries Co., at Belle- 
vue, Alberta, recommended, among other things, that Parlia- 
ment should be asked to enact legislation providing for tele- 
phones in all the workings of coal mines in Canada. 














From Factory 


and Salesroom 


Conventions: Ohio; Columbus, March 30; Florida, Tallahassee, April 12, 13; Western Pennsylvania Association, 
Pittsburgh, April 13, 14 


The Baird Lockout Party Line System. 

The Baird lockout and selective ringing party line tele- 
phone system, made by the Baird Electric Co., Chicago, 
has been largely used on metallic magneto lines having 
from two to twenty telephones. While the company has 
circuits for operation on common battery lines, the equip- 
ment has been generally adapted to use on rural and sub- 
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Baird Electric Company’s Master Selector. 


urban lines which, it is claimed, from the point of good 
practice, should be magneto. 

The ringing on the lockout lines is selective, that is, 
each telephone bell can be rung independently of all the 
other bells on the line. The exchange operator can 
not only ring one bell, but can ring severa! or all at the 
same time. In addition to the selective ringing, those tele- 
phones on the line which have not been called have their 
local talking circuits so affected during the proces:. of ring- 
ing the called party, that they can neither talk nor listen 
on the line during the conversation of the other parties. 
During the time of conversations on lockout lines a busy 
(red) signal is exhibited at every telephone on that line 
notifying all subscribers that the line is busy. Upon com- 
pletion of the conversation, this busy signal is automatically 
concealed, and a clear (white) signal is shown in its place. 

It has been stated that the Baird Lockout System caused 
an increase in the amount of apparatus at the substation, 
tending to increase trouble and maintenance cost. The 
Baird company asserts, however, that there is no more 
trouble and in many cases there is less trouble with the 
lockout than with the bridging. 

Within the last eighteen months the 
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Baird master 


and station selectors have been wonderfully improved, and 
a new field has developed in the larger exchanges and also 





with the railroads, which are rapidly replacing the telegraph 
with selective telephone equipment. 

The accompanying illustrations show very clearly the 
construction of the master selector and the master key 
which controls the operation of the master selector. The 
master key consists of a series of numbered key buttons, 
corresponding in number to the lockout telephones 
the lines. The illustration shows the key having 9 num- 
bered buttons but the Baird company has standardized its 
15-party keys for all telephone work. Keys and apparatus 
for lines having up to 40 telephones also can be supplied. 
The larger keys are for railroad use. As the master key 
connects to all the cord circuits on an operator’s position, 
any number of lines can be equipped with lockout tele- 
There are operators handling as high as 225 lock- 
The master key 


on 


phones. 
out telephones with the master selector. 
is very simple and the construction is good. All parts are 
made with tools and dies assuring uniformity in size. 

A party on a lockout line is called in the ordinary man- 
ner. The operator depresses the button or buttons of the 
master key corresponding in number to the telephones to 
be called, and uses the regular ringing key in the usual 
manner. The master key is so constructed that once a 
button is depressed, it remains locked until automatically 
restored by the depression of another button when calling 
another party. The master and regular ringing keys per- 
form all the functions at the station selectors to lock out all 
uncalled telephones and lock in and ring the called tele 
phones. A small pilot lamp on the master key informs the 
operator of the ringing of the bells of the called station. 
The operation of the master key automatically controls the 
operation of the master selector. The master selector can 
be located in the terminal room in plain view of the wire 
chief, These facilities, it is claimed, permit the use of the 
apparatus on the busiest boards. 

The Baird company claims that the experimental work 
on the new equipment is over and that the standardized 
form has-been proved successful after nearly a year’s serv- 
‘ice test. Under the present specifications the Baird se- 
lectors are made of brass instead of iron, with the excep- 





Master Key of Baird Lockout System. 


tion of the magnetic circuits. Many other mechanical im- 
provements have also been made. The length of the lines 
over which the selectors can be successfully operated has 
been increased indefinitely, permitting their use on toll 
lines where several stations or branch lines are to be con- 
trolled. 

The Baird Electric Co. has new bulletins and detailed 
information to offer those interested. 
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The Johns-Manville Refractory Cements. 

For many years, engineers have experienced great diffi- 
culty in proper maintance of brick settings of furnaces of 
all types. They have been compelled to depend very ligely 
upon the ordinary fire cl.y as a bonding material, and as 
this fuses at a comparatively low temperature, the bond 
between the bricks is rapidly destroyed. The result is that 
the cracks are opened up between the bricks, through which 
the gases of combustion enter, eventually weakening the 
brick and causing the walls to collapse. 

Every engineer realizes the annoyance and expense occa- 
sioned by occurrences of this kind. 

Another feature which has been objectionable is the fact 
that refractory bricks become very porous on the surface. 
Very soon the clinkers from the coals attach to the surface 
of the brick and in removing these with tools, the bricks 
are broken. 

After several years devoted to research work on refrac- 
tory cements to overcome these troubles, the H. W. Johns- 
Manville Co., New York, is now offering to the trade, a 
line of cements called J-M Refractory Cements, for the fol- 
lowing purposes: 

Furnace setting of various types, Cupolas, Lining Brass 
Furnaces, Assayers Crucibles, Oil burning, tilting and ro- 
tary furnaces, and for patching and facing bricks in place 
in the fire zone under various conditions. 

These cements are rated to resist temperatures as high 
as 3,000 deg F. 

The company has also produced a coating for walls 
known as J-M Brickline Cement, which prevents clinkers 
from adhering and to seal the pores of the brick. 

Realizing that the conditions under which these cements 
are used are variable, they have been made capable of 
modification to meet conditions as they come up. The 
Johns-Manville Co., invites the trade to place before it any 
conditions that are troublesome. The company will be 
very glad to make a careful investigation and offer sugges- 
tions which will tend to overcome the difficulty. 





Large Contract for Automanual Equipment. 

The Galesburg (Ill.) Union Telephone Co. is reported 
to be in a most prosperous and thriving condition. It has 
now in operation more than 4,700 telephones and is book- 
ing from 50 to 100 unsolicited subscriptions per month. 

The Central Union (Bell) Telephone Co. is said to have 
about 600 telephones in Galesburg. Having made an unsuc- 
cessful attempt to consolidate with the Independent com- 
pany it is now completely rehabilitating its Galesburg sys- 
tem. 

On March 15 the Galesburg Union Telephone Co. closed 
a contract with the North Electric Co., represented by D. 
E. Whipple, sales manager, for 1,800 lines, initial installa- 
tion, Automanual equipment, which is to be installed on 
or before August 1, 1911. 

It is believed that this company, under the able super- 
vision of F. C. Woods, general manager, and backed by a 
board of directors. consisting of the representative business 
men of Galesburg, has now embarked on a still wider 
career of successful operation. 


dl 


Indiana Steel & Wire Co. Issues Wire Booklet. 

The Indiana-Steel & Wire Co., Muncie, Ind., has issued an 
interesting booklet in its campaign to educate telephone men 
to the value of using a first-class wire. In a letter accompany- 
ing the booklet it says: 

“Would you believe the loss by fire in the United States 
alone amounted to five hundred dollars per minute, thirty thou- 
sand dollars per hour, seven hundred and twenty thousand 
dollars per day, or two hundred and sixty-two million, eight 
hundred thousand dollars per year? Well it is a fact and sta- 
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tistics prove it; yet people are seemingly careless and the waste 
goes on. 

“The loss by use of inferior telephone wire is not so great 
in volume, yet it is as great in proportion to the amount in- 
vested, and the loss comes in a way and at a time when we 
can least afford it. The trouble, loss and worry from this 
source is incalculable. Rust quickly destroys the cheap, poorly 
galvanized wires the same as cancer, tuberculosis and other 
terrible diseases destroy the human life.” 

The booklet tells exactly how to test wire, and points out 
what happens to the company. which gets stuck with a poor 
grade not built by a manufacturer having a competent organi- 
zation, good machinery, and the determination to turn out the 
best which can be put upon the market. 

There are a number of pages of live matter that is good for 
any telephone man to have, and would be well worth sending 
for whether he happens to be in the market for wire now, or 
simply wants to find out some interesting facts which will apply 
to his plant at any time. 





Stromberg-Carlson Co. Sells Chicago Building. 

The Stromberg-Carlson Telephone Mfg. Co., of Roches- 
ter, N. Y., has sold to T. L. Larson the southeast corner 
of Jackson boulevard and Clinton street for $380,000, says 
the Chicago Record-Herald. The property fronts 150 feet on 
Jackson boulevard and 175 feet on Clinton street and is 
improved with a very substantial, mill-constructed manufac- 
turing block, seven stories and basement in height, equipped 
with a power and lighting plant. The purchaser will occupy 
it for his own uses as soon as existing leases expire. 

In view of the proposed turn-over of the property of 
the Rochester group of operating telephone companies to 
the Bell, a rumor has gained some currency touching this 
sale of the Stromberg-Carlson company’s Chicago property. 
It was stated that the Rochester corporation was disposing 
of its Chicago holdings to the Bell interests. This is 
entirely without foundation. The Bell has nothing to do 
with the sale, which is without significance, except in so far 
as it places a large sum in cash in the treasury of the 
Rochester company. The property was used by the com- 
pany simply as a storage warehouse and sales rooms, by 
far the larger portion of it being leased to other tenants. 
Another headquarters will be established at once and Chi- 
cago shipments continue to be promptly made. 


The Leeds & Northrup Co. Issues Catalog. 

Catalog No. 50, issued by the Leeds & Northrup Co., 
manufacturers of electrical measuring instruments, 4001 
Stenton avenue, Philadelphia, covers fully that company’s 
portable testing sets and cable-testing apparatus, including 
its Plug Decade portable testing sets, Dial Decade portable 
testing sets, Leeds & Northrup fault finder, portable reflect- 
ing galvanometers, high sensibility D’Arsonval galvanom- 
eters, and numerous others. The catalog is handsomely 
bound, and printed on good paper in an easily legible type. 
It is well illustrated with circuits and the complete appar- 
atus. Telephone companies would do well to have a copy 
of this catalog on hand for use in selecting this particular 
class of apparatus, and the company will undoubtedly be 
glad to mail a copy on request. 








Exhibition of Steam and Electric Railway Appliances. 

The American Railway Engineering and Maintenance of 
Way Association held its twelfth annual convention in 
Chicago this week, coincident with which there was an 
exhibition in the Coliseum of appliances used in steam and 
electric railway construction and maintenance. The con- 
vention was well attended and matters of moment were 
discussed. The exhibition attracted large numbers of vis- 
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itors. It was representative in every sense of the word, 
the displays being many and varied. 

Among the exhibitors who are more or less deeply inter- 
ested in the telephone field, together with those in attend- 
ance at the show, were the following: 


American Steel & Wire Co., Chicago: 
fencing, gates, signal wire, rail bonds, tie marking nails. 
Represented by J. M. Holloway, L. P. Shanahan, S. F. 
Deems, H. A. Parks, B. H. Rider, H. S. Durant, C. S. 
Knight, C. §. Longman. 


Duplex Metals Co., Chester, Pa.: Miniature pole line 
‘showing results from heavy snow storm; samples of all 
kinds of copper-clad steel wire and products, such as nails, 
cotter pins and bolts. Represented by Frank R. Cham- 
bers, Jr., vice-president; Wm. T. Kyle, Geo. P. Fonder- 
smith, W. W. Lampkin. E. M. Fondersmith, F. P. Dins- 
more, J. J. Peckham. 

Electric Storage Battery Co., Chicago: “Chloride Ac- 
cumulator” batteries for drawbridge operation, and Chlor- 
ide, Tudor and Exide types for car lighting, electric inter- 
locking plants and automatic block signal work; couple 
types for small lighting plants, telephone and telegraph 


service. Represented by G. H. Atkin, manager; T. Mil- 
ton, district engineer; R. E. Baird and T. A. Cressey, 
salesmen. 


Hubbard & Co., Pittsburgh, Pa.: Railroad track tools, 
shovels and scoops, bolts, nuts and washers, pole line hard- 


ware. Represented by R. L. Mason, manager railroad de- 
partment; J. A. McLaughlin, B. S. Handwork, C. L. 
Peirce, Jr. 


H. W. Johns-Manville Co.. New York and Chicago: 
Asbestos and magnesia materials, electrical supplies, roof- 
ings, smoke jacks. Represented by J. W. Meek, manager; 
J. C. Younglove, assistant manager; F. M. Gilmore, P. C. 
Jacobs, G. A. Nichol, C. E. Murphy, Walter Jones, R. A. 
Hamaker, H. G. Newman, F. W. Doty, W. J. Hennessy, 
Geo. Christensen, G. W. Gearhart. 

Kellogg Switchboard & Supply Co., Chicago: 
telephone equipment including train dispatching sets, vari- 
ous types of portable telephones, siding telephones and 
ordinary telephones for use on both steam and electric 
roads. Intercommunicating sets, composite telephones and 
insulated telephones. Represented by J. C. Kelsey, sales 
manager; G. A. Joy, sales engineer; Wm. Booth, city sales- 
man; Archibald Wray, railway telephone engineer. 

Kerite Insulated Wire & Cable Co., New York: Kerite 
insulated wires and cables. Represented by R. D. Brixey, 
president, Azel Ames, P. W. Miller, J. A. Renton: western 
representatives, Watson Insulated Wire Co., Chicago, IIl.; 
J. V. Watson, B. L. Winchell, Jr., E. B. Price, W. D. Duns- 
more. 

W. N. Matthews & Brother, St. Louis, Mo.: 
guy anchors, cable clamps, cable splicing joints, 
guards, guy clamps and other money saving specialties. 
Represented by Claude L. Matthews, W. N. Matthews, 
Victor L. Crawford, Walter E. Bischoff, W. E. Moberly. 

The Okonite Co., New York: Okonite wires; aerial, 
underground and submarine cables for all kinds and condi- 
tions of electrical service; potheads; cable joints; Okonite 
and Mason tapes; samples of crude rubber, etc., etc. Rep- 
resented by Messrs. White and Martin, of New York, and 
J. M. Lorenz, H. M. Cox and C. E. Kacin, of the Central 
Electric Co., Chicago, Ill., general western agents of the 
Okonite Co. 

Standard Underground Cable Co., Chicago: Bare and 
insulated copper wires, bare and insulated copper-clad 
wires. Represented by H. P. Kimball, R. G. Harris, E. J. 
Pietzcker, Russell E. Green, B. S. Stewart. 
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A Motor Truck Consolidation. 

There has just been announced the consolidation of the 
American Motor Truck Co., of Lockport, N. Y., the Lock- 
port Stamping Co., of Lockport, and the Findlay Motor 
Co., of Findlay, Ohio. The plants of the two first named 
are now being moved to the Findlay plant, which is a 
large and modern one. 

The executive offices of the consolidated concerns will 
be at the Findlay plant, but the business of the American 
Motor Truck Co. will be run under the same name and 
management as heretofore. L. E. Ewing, president of the 
Findlay Motor Co., has been elected president of the Amer- 
ican Motor Truck Co., to succeed Charles R. Bishop. E. 
B. Olmsted remains the vice-president and general man- 
ager of the company. The other officers are unchanged. 





J. C. Kelsey to Visit South in Interest of Kellogg Company. 

Mr. J. C. Kelsey, sales manager of the Kellogg Switchboard 
& Supply Co., has just returned, from a trip to the Southwest, 
via the Nebraska convention, which he attended. Mr. Kelsey 
is now making another southern trip, in the interests of the 
Kellogg company and will be away from Chicago for some 
time. 





Mr. H. A. SHEPARD, assistant sales manager of the Ericsson 
Manufacturing Co., Buffalo, N. Y., considerably increased his 
wealth when, on March 15, he became the father of a baby 
girl, which promises to keep at least a portion of his time 
occupied in the future. 





J. C. Kirkpatrick, of the National Pole Co., of Escanaba, 
Mich., was in Chicago recently on a business trip. 


Manitoba, Canada, Plans to Spend $2,000,000 in Extending 
and Improving Provincial System. 

During the current year the Manitoba Telephone Commis- 
sion will spend $2,000,000 on improvements and extensions 
to its system. So far the detailed plans have not been made 
public, but of this amount $500,000 will be devoted to the 
construction of new rural lines in various parts of the 
province. A line will also be strung from Winnipeg east- 
ward to connect with the line of the Central Canada Tele- 
phone Co., of Kenora, Ont. 

A portion of this $2,000,000 will be used in equipping the 
fifth branch telephone exchange in Winnipeg, while a new 
store building will be erected at a cost of $40,000. Some 
$250,000 will be spent on new copper circuits for the long 
distance lines, which, of late, have been greatly congested 
with business. Then there will be a system installed at the 
new railroad town of Transcona, six miles east of Winni- 
peg, and about 4,000 additional rural telephones will be 
placed in operation. 








New York Company Forced to Retract. 

In accordance with instructions from the Public Service 
Commission, after a hearing, the Black River Telephone 
Co., of Lowville, N. Y., has publicly retracted, in the same 
way as it published, the announcement that the company 
had raised its rates in compliance with an order from the 
commission. The company, through its general manager, 
caused a circular to be distributed announcing an increase 
in rates and attributing the action to an order of the com- 
mission. A copy of the circular was forwarded to Albany 
and the officers of the company were summoned to explain. 


The commission has also suggested the restoration of the 
old rates and the replacing of sixty telephones that it took 
out in Lowville during the agitation about an increase in 
rates. 








R. R. Million, the telephone man, has installed new batteries. 
He can talk to Kansas City or Chicago now.—Medford (Okla.) 
Star. 

Clem Alms, the local manager of the telephone company, and 
Miss Evelyn Woodson, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. R. C. Wood- 
son, of the south side, were married at Butler last Saturday 
evening, Justice B. F. Jeter officiating. The young people will 
make their home in this city—Rich Hill (Mo.) Review. 

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Lamberson, of Norton, came yesterday 
and were installed at the central telephone station. For a time 
Mrs. Long will continue at the board. Mr. and Mrs. Lamber- 
son. are very agreeable people and will no doubt prove satis- 
factory—Colby (Kansas) Tribune. 

The central telephone office has been moved from the Owsley 
building recently purchased by Julian Lamb to the north part 
of the Sturges building on the northwest corner of the square.— 
Pineville (Mo.) Democrat. 

W. H. Bellamy, of Altheimer, manager of the plant of the 
Altheimer Telephone Company, spent yesterday in the city on 
business. He reports that the tornado of last Thursday de- 
stroyed seven miles of a telephone line for his company.— 
Pine Bluff (Ark.) Graphic. 

Terry Allen, president of the Stantonville Telephone Co., of 
Jackson, is spending the day here.—Clarksville (Tenn.) Chron- 
icle. ; 

The Bloomer ielephone exchange contemplates putting on 
its lines the Baird lockout system which will prevent “rub- 


bering” on party lines. “Rubbering” is said to be quite a fad 


In the Rural Line Districts 





It sometimes 
occurs in city exchanges when the central girls are careless.— 
Chippewa Falls (Wis.) Herald. 

The work of moving the switchboard of the Farmers’ Mu- 
tual Telephone Company from its present location over Lazio’s 
store to the new exchange at Cherry and Grove streets will be 


on party telephone lines in the rural districts. 


done on Friday night. F. Trautwein, the manager, hopes to 
have service resumed by early Saturday morning, but it is 
possible that the service will be interfered with a little longer 
than during the night.—Steriing (Ill.) Standard. 

The Springs telephone line has been cut in two at this place 
to give better local service and hereafter parties either east or 
west will have to call Hoven in order to talk through—Hoven 
(S. Dak.) Advance. 

C. L. Brewer, well known to many here, and son-in-law ot 
Calvin Morehead, has accepted a position as manager of a 
telephone system at Great Falls, Montana.—Willshire (O.) 
Herald. 

Telephone lines are being built in this community, which 
improve the country very much—Sauers Item in Seymour 
(Ind.) Republican. 

The new telephone line between here and Wrightstown is 
completed and the residents along the line can now enjoy 
a chat with one another.—Green Bay (Wis.) Gasette. 

The Franklin County Telephone Co. presented Mrs. Cather- 
in Withers, manager of the switchboard at this place with a 
linen shower, and her assistant, Miss Carrie Jasper, with some 
nice plates.—Charleston News in Fort Smith (Ark.) Record. 
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The telephone meeting set for last Monday failed to materialize owing to the absence of both president and vice-pres- 


ident.—Orchard (Neb.) News. 
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